
 

The Wilkins-Week 100-years-ago 
The thirty-four year old Bert, Wilkie or Wilks (as he was often called 
by friends and associates), was on his way to Russia to film the 
famine relief being provided by the Society of Friends (Quakers) in 
Eastern Europe.  
He wrote the following entries in his ‘diary’ (a notebook salvaged 
from his previous expedition) while in Warsaw. He scribbled 
sketches of his days for himself, developing a kind of shorthand. 
See if you can read his writing.  
If you are able to make sense of any of the red words then you are 
a Wilkinscript-genius. Please contact transcriber extraordinaire, 
Philip van Dueren, immediately: pvandueren@gmail.com 
Philip would be happy to send you more almost-indecipherable diary 
entries with other red words ... puzzles to be solved. 

 

 

 

 

Monday 4
th

 December 1922
 
 

Arrived Warsaw  

at 6am + went to Angielski 

Hotel. Had a good wash breakfast 

+ on to nidok. Heard that 

visas had been passed 

in Moscow but no news 

of this in Warsaw. A Mr 

Albrigh from Moscow brought 

the news from there. He is  

on his way to London. 

Says conditions are not  

really bad in Russia 

now. Went looking for 

cameras in afternoon + had 

coffee. Gave lecture in evening 

+ to Royal Hotel + Cabaret 

at night. Met Russian Princess  

+ Colonel. Was frightfully 

tired as these things do not  

start until 12 midnight. 



 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday 5
th

 

Took film to be 

developed at Sphinx 

Pathe Representative yesterday 

+ cut the negative today 

it was better exposed 

than I expected to find 

it although one cannot expect 

to get quality without light. 

It = all printable but 

a lot of the scenes over 

exposed as I thought. 

The ones were also out of  

focus that I had expected  

to be so. On the whole 

quite good. 

Went to Toksal + thence to 

the movie + home. Decided 

to go to Przeworsk tomorrow 

+ wait until next Tuesday for 

Russia. 

 

 

 

Wednesday 6
th

 

Caught the train for  

Przeworsk at 2pm + arrived  

at 7am on 

Thursday 7
th

 

Drove to the HQ 

of outpost took clinic 

ok + children at a dugout 

showing potatoes to do 

1 child throughout the winter. 

Had a ride round the 

trenches of the [            ] River 

system quite well constructed 

on the riverbank + fortified 

with concrete base 6x6 on 

top of wood. A good few  

shell holes + cut barb  

wire. Went to [             ] 

a dugout village. Villagers 

using old Russian hut iron for 

roofing making quite good homes. 

 


