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6 January 1931 

UNDER POLAR ICE. 
Sub-Arctic Trip. Sir George Wilkins’ 

Plans. 

A giant fish, with steel skin, an electric 

heart, and with scientists in its stomach, 

sailing slowly across the North Pole, its 
dorsal fin always rubbing against the ice 

ceiling of the Arctic Sea. Sir George Hubert 

Wilkins, famous Australian explorer of 
both Polar Regions, evokes this fantastic 

picture when he discusses the submarine in 

which he and seventeen others will attempt 
a daring undersea adventure without 

counter-part in history, recently wrote the 
San Francisco correspondent of the 

Brisbane “Courier.” 

Sir Hubert revealed the details of his 
proposed submarine voyage under the Polar 

ice water from Spitsbergen to the Bering 

Sea, across the North Pole, scheduled to 
begin next July. He was in San Francisco 

on the ferry approaching the Californian 

metropolis to fulfil a lecture engagement to 
speak on “Flying to the Ends of the Earth.” 

 

 
SIR GEORGE WILKINS. 

 

U.S. Submarine 0-12, in which the 

epochal trip will be negotiated, has been 

fitted out elaborately. Of the crew of 

eighteen men, twelve will be engaged in 

scientific research. The course, via the Pole 
to the Bering Sea is 2100 miles. The 

submarine will travel slowly, about 60 

miles a day, and at the end of each 50-mile 
lap it will stop for eight hours for scientific 

study. The entire voyage is estimated to 

take 42 days. This will allow a few days’ 
halt at the North Pole. 

At every stop Sir Hubert will broadcast 

messages to the world while the submarine 

is under the thick Arctic ice. The antennae 
will be thrown up through holes in the ice, 

which will be bored by special drills. 

 

ICE TWENTY FEET THICK. 

“I expect to find the ice from two to twenty 

feet thick, never thicker in the open sea,” 
said Sir Hubert. “The dorsal fin of the 

submarine will always contact with the ice 

ceiling. Thus the submarine will follow the 
unevenness of the ceiling and be kept free 

from collisions.” 

Sir Hubert said that among other things 

the expedition would study ocean depths, 

direction and force of currents, animal and 
mineral content of water, bottom samples, 

gravity observations, weight of earth crust, 

magnetic variations, comparison of 
magnetic and gyroscope compasses.  

 
THE O12, NOW NAMED THE NAUTILUS. 

 

INTERESTING INTERVIEW. 

During his stay in San Francisco Sir 

Hubert was interviewed on the radio by 

Harrison Holloway of the Don Lee KFRC 
station, of San Francisco. Mr. Holloway, 

introduced the famous explorer as the 

foremost in scientific achievements and in 
aviation, He has flown more miles in the 

Polar regions than any other man, and has 

covered 6000 miles by air in the Antarctic.” 
said Mr. Holloway. 

Plunging into his forthcoming submarine 
venture, Sir Hubert said: "We will first 

cross the Atlantic to England, and then 

proceed to Germany and Spitsbergen. From 
Spitsbergen we expect to go to the Bering 

Sea, and we will come into San Francisco a 

year from now. The most hazardous part of 
the venture is crossing the Atlantic — far 

more hazardous than crossing the Polar 

Regions. 
You see, there is always traffic on the 

Atlantic, and consequently the danger of 

collision, whereas in the Arctic Ocean there 
is practically no traffic, and thus little travel 

danger. I do not anticipate any mechanical 

difficulty negotiating the undersea trip. Not 
more than 16 men will compose the crew, 

and six will be engaged in scientific work. I 

expect to leave Spitsbergen for the undersea 

journey on July 1. Spitsbergen is the most 

accessible point to start from. Very little is 

known about these Arctic currents, but we 
expect to get some advantage from the min 

manoeuvring under the ice. 

 

NO MECHANICAL DIFFICULTY. 

“We do not expect any difficulty in 

making the undersea trip, as I have never 
seen the ice more than 25 miles square 

there, and our drills will take care of any 

thickness sufficient to accommodate any 
man going above. There will be no 

mechanical difficulty as far as we can 

estimate.” Asked what the object of the trip 

was, Sir Hubert replied: “The object is 

principally meteorological. We want to 
cover the area where we might find Islands. 

We will have to examine the drift of the ice 

and its possibility of men living on it. There 
is much scientific work to do to make the 

adventure sufficiently worthwhile.” 

Questioned on the flight of the DO-X, Sir 
Hubert said: “The public is tremendously 

interested in the flight of the DO-X, which I 

had the privilege to see two years ago. It is 
the most marvellous craft of the kind, and 

its performance is remarkably good. It is as 

seaworthy as a ship, and will ride an 
average storm, but not any ocean storm on 

the Atlantic. The DO-X will stand any 

ordinary storm, however, I cannot say that 

it is a solution of that problem. It is an 

enormous craft, and fascinates one directly 

it is seen.” 
 

IN CONSTANT COMMUNICATION. 

“Am I well satisfied with my work at the 
Poles? I am, but there is still some work to 

be done in the North, and that must be done 

with the submarine. Most of the submarine 
crew have served on ships under naval 

control. We hope to have constant 

communication with San Francisco during 
our Arctic submarine expedition. 

No, we do not listen in over the radio for 

distant programmes when on Polar 
expeditions. We are too busy planning for 

the next day, but I distinctly remember 

when down in the Antarctic that we heard a 
description of a football match played in the 

Hollywood Bowl, in Southern California.” 

On his submarine trip under the ice at the 
North Pole, Sir Hubert added that the fresh 

air problem would be solved when they 

came to the surface once a day. “I will be a 
passenger, more or less.” he said. “My 

captain will be an expert submarine 

navigator. Carl Peterson, radio man, who 
went to the South Pole with Commander 

Richard Byrd, will be my radio expert.” 

Townsville Daily Bulletin (Qld), Tuesday 6 
January 1931, page 4. 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/6

1578473 

 

19 January 1931 

Sir Hubert Wilkins 

Medallion of Merit  

New York, January 16, — A message from 

Hartford, Connecticut, states that the 
officials presented Sir Hubert Wilkins with 

a medallion of merit at a reception at which 

the explorer discussed the equipment of his 
submarine.  

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/61578473
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/61578473
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    He expressed confidence in his success 

during his forthcoming Arctic voyage. 

Advertiser (Adelaide, SA: 1889 - 1931), 

Monday 19 January 1931, page 7. 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/2

9860366 

 

19 January 1931 

Sir Hubert Wilkins Honoured 

New York, Jan 16. — At a reception in 

Hartford (Connecticut) today city officials 

presented Sir Hubert Wilkins, the 
Australian explorer, a medallion of merit. 

Sir Hubert described the equipment of the 

submarine in which he hopes soon to travel 

to the North Pole, and expressed confidence 

in the success of the venture. 

West Australian 19 January 1931 page 1. 
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/3

3251665 

 

20 January 1931 

UNDER THE ICE. 
Wilkins Trip across Pole. 

CONFIDENT OF SUCCESS 

— 
HARTFORD (Connecticut), Sunday. — 

City officials have presented to Sir Hubert 

Wilkins the Medallion of Merit. The 
explorer discussed the equipment of his 

submarine, and expressed confidence in the 

success of his forthcoming Arctic voyage. 
He has made plans to leave New York for 

England in April. The expedition will then 

proceed to Spitzbergen and start in June on 
its 2100-mile submarine journey across the 

North Pole. 

Sir Hubert Wilkins has hired the 
submarine O12 from the U.S. Government, 

at the nominal rental of 5/- a year, for his 

expedition. It is being altered and 
reconditioned for the journey under the ice, 

and apparatus costing nearly £100,000 is 

being installed. 
 

 
Sir Hubert Wilkins, the Australian explorer, who has 

completed his plans to cross the Arctic in a submarine. 

 

Sir Hubert will be accompanied by a 
crew of 18 and three scientists. 

Broadcasts of the vessel's progress will be 

made when the ship is on the surface, and 
talking pictures will be taken of the journey. 

Advocate (Burnie, Tas.) Tuesday 20 

January 1931, page 1.  

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/6

7697672 

 

 

22 January 1931 

TABLE TALK of the WEEK 
The Latest Topics: People in the News: 

What People are Saying and Doing. 
 
 

 

 

 

To be used by Sir Hubert Wilkins in his projected under-

ice and water trip to the North Pole, this submarine is 

being re-modelled in Philadelphia. Special equipment 

includes an ice-boring machine which the explorers will 

use to drill through the ice. 

Table Talk (Melbourne, Vic.), Thursday 22 

January 1931, page 4. 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/1

46707761 

 

 
Mrs. Keith Miller, the Australian aviatrix, and the first 

woman to fly from England to Australia, being 

congratulated after her recent escape in U.S.A. On the left 

is Captain Lancaster, her flying partner, who assisted in 

the search. 

From the (Table Talk (Melbourne, Vic.), Thursday 22 

January 1931, page 4.). 

 

26 January 1931 

‘SIR HUBERT WILKINS.’ 

Address Rebroadcast. 

An address by Sir Hubert Wilkins, the 

explorer, from the experimental station 

2XAF, of the General Electric Co. of 

America, in New York, was rebroadcast by 

3LO and other “A” class stations last night. 
Sir Hubert Wilkins spoke for about 10 

minutes. The transmission was very clear 

and although the steps taken to eliminate 
“static” caused some distortion, almost 

every word could be distinguished. The 

explorer, who is an Australian, sent 
greetings to friends here.  

    Sir Hubert Wilkins is planning to go to 

the North Pole in a submarine. 

The Argus (Melbourne) 26 Jan 1931 pge. 6. 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/4

252731 

 

26 January 1931 

SIR HUBERT WILKINS 
Radio Talk to Australia ARCTIC 

VENTURE DISCUSSED 

SYDNEY. January 26. 

From a distance of 10,000 miles the voice 

of Sir Hubert Wilkins, the famous 

Australian explorer, came over the air last 

night to Sydney. He spoke from Albany 
(U.S.A.) to “My Dear Australian Friends”, 

about his submarine exploration trip to the 

North Pole. “I have no doubt about the 
success of the trip”, said Sir Hubert. “It is 

not as dangerous as some people think. In 

fact, it is safer than flying over the ice 
regions. 

 

SIR HUBERT WILKINS 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/29860366
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/29860366
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/33251665
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/33251665
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/67697672
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/67697672
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/146707761
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/146707761
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/4252731
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/4252731
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The submarine can stay down for six 

days, and we will be equipped with drills 
capable of penetrating the ice to get fresh 

supplies of air,” 

 

FORECASTING WEATHER AHEAD. 
“All my work is in connection with plans 

which I put before the South Australian 
Geographical Society many years ago,” he 

added. “The terrible drought in South 

Australia in 1902 made me understand what 
a boon it would be to pastoralists and 

industrialists if the weather could be 

forecast a season ahead. I believe that these, 

scientific-explorations to the Poles will 

result in the establishment of weather 
stations, which will be an invaluable source 

of weather information.” Here Sir Hubert 

paused to remark that he thought Sir 
Douglas Mawson was the finest scientist 

who ever went to the Antarctic. “I am sorry 

Lady Wilkins cannot talk to you, but she is 
in bed with a cold,” he continued. “I would, 

too, have liked to have a chat with Captain 

Bean and with poor old George Lambert.” 
Mr. Norman Whyte, who heard Sir 

Hubert’s voice, was delighted with the 

reception, which was brought in on an all-
electric short-wave receiver. 

Telegraph (Brisbane, Qld), Monday 26 

January 1931, page 1. 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/1

88259204 

 

27 January 1931 

SIR HUBERT WILKINS. 
Arctic Submarine Trip. 

SYDNEY. January 26. 
Though 9,000 miles away, the voice of 

Sir Hubert Wilkins who spoke from New 

York last night was quite audible when 
relayed to Sydney. Sir Hubert said the snow 

was falling in New York, and the 

temperature was 8 below zero. 
People laughed three years ago, when he 

prophesised that planes would be used in 

Arctic exploration, but it had eventuated. 
He hoped to cross to London on May 1, and 

then go to Spitsbergen for his trip under the 

ice in his submarine. 

 

 
Sir Hubert Wilkins. 

Townsville Daily Bulletin (Qld), Tuesday 

27 January 1931, page 6. 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/6
1582008 

 

19 February 1931 

LADY WILKINS. 
TO ACCOMPANY SIR HUBERT. 

On Submarine Polar Trip. 

(Australian Cable Service.) 
NEW YORK. February 17. 

Lady Wilkins formerly Miss Suzanne 

Bennett of Melbourne, announced today 
that she plans to accompany her husband in 

his submarine trip across the North Pole, 

preferring to share the hazards of a possible 
slow and bore-some voyage through the 

Polar seas, under ice parks, to the suspense 
while waiting here for word. A special 

cabin will be fitted up aboard for her. She 

will be the only woman aboard, and the first 
woman to undertake an extended sub 

marine voyage. 

 

LADY WILKINS. 

 

“My husband has convinced me it will be 
perfectly safe. I’ll be able to live as much as 

aboard a liner. Of course, should the voyage 

take months it may prove tedious, but at 
any rate, I will be comfortable”. 

Lady Wilkins accompanied Sir Hubert on 

a Graf Zeppelin trip to Germany. Her going 
is expected to tremendously increase public 

interest in the voyage, though those 

knowing Sir Hubert Wilkins are certain it is 
not a publicity stunt, but rather her genuine 

and courageous decision to share her 
husband’s adventures. 

Townsville Daily Bulletin (Qld), Thursday 

19 February 1931, page 5. 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/6

1584200 

25 February 1931 

Sir Hubert Wilkins, the famous explorer, 

has announced that Mr. Lincoln Ellsworth, 
the millionaire who was with the Norge 

polar flight in 1926, has become associated 

with him in organising the forthcoming 
Arctic expedition and will possibly 

accompany him on his submarine voyage to 

the North Pole, which will begin, if all goes 
well, in May. It is reported that Mr. 

Ellsworth made financial contributions, and 

that the expedition will possibly be called 
the “Wilkins-Ellsworth Expedition.” 

Sir Hubert appears to be quite elated by 

the millionaire’s action. He said that the 

submarine would be tested in March and 

April, and would leave in May for 

Spitsbergen. 
“From Spitsbergen I’ll go across the 

Pole to Alaska — a matter of 2000 miles —

and I estimate it can be done in 50 days,” 
Sir Hubert told a recent interviewer. 

“Whenever we find that the ice blocks our 

course, we will simply submerge, and trick 
Nature that way.” 

 

UNDER THE ICE. 

Two hundred and fifty thousand dollars 

(£50,000) is the estimated cost of the 
expedition, which has been planned to the 

finest detail. Discussing the fine points of 

his colossal undertaking, Sir Hubert 

Wilkins said:— 

“I estimate the average thickness of the 

ice will be about ten feet, but in order to 
avoid spikes we will probably have to sub-

merge to a depth of 25 feet. The submarine 

has been constructed to allow us to remain 
under the ice two and a half days, and of 

that time we can make progress for 22 

hours. “ 
“What after that?” asked his interviewer? 

Sir Hubert studied his cigar and the hang 

of his dress jacket. His reply was the merest 
shrug of massive shoulders. 

 

AN INTERNATIONAL CREW 

The submarine which is to be used in this 

great undertaking has been handed over to 

Sir Hubert by President Hoover. It is the O-
12 of the United States Navy, and for its use 

Wilkins will pay a nominal charge of 4/- 

per year. It is now being remodelled, and 
Sir Hubert, when he inspected it in 

Philadelphia Navy Yard, said it was 

absolutely the “last word.” 
“Even if we bump any ice, at the speed 

we will travel at, nothing will be damaged 

because of the protective steel, “he added. 
“When we come up for air and find ice 

above us, we have a device for piercing it to 

a thickness of 12 feet.” 
The submarine is 375ft. long, and is of 

350 tons. The expedition, like the crew, will 

be absolutely international in character. 
There will be 18 aboard—an Australian (Sir 

Hubert) in command, Britishers, 

Americans, Germans, and Dutchmen. The 
quarters are “quite comfortable,” and there 

will be no hardships concerning food. 

“We will live mainly on tinned foods, but 
that should not be any hardship in these 

days of ‘potted housekeeping,’ ” the great 

explorer said. 
Lady Wilkins was nowhere near. 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/188259204
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/188259204
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/61582008
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/61582008
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/61584200
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/61584200
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With a 500 h.p. engine, Sir Hubert 

reckons the submarine can average a 

surface speed of 14 knots and nine knots 
when submerged. 

“Whilst navigating under ice,” he said, 

“We will average 3½ m.p.h. and progress 
for 16 hours daily.” 

A feature of this unique undertaking will 

be a continuous “talkie” record. 
“It should prove an intensely interesting 

sound film,” he remarked, “for not only will 

it record things scientific, but things 
intensely human.” 

Arrangements have been made for Sir 

Hubert to broadcast to the world his own 

account of the expedition. 

“Naturally, I shall broadcast from the 
surface, and I imagine there will be a 

thrilling suspense after I have said, ‘Au 

revoir, everybody. We are now 
submerging.’ I hope this suspense won’t be 

too long — for all our sakes!” 

 

A DEPOT AT THE POLE. 

Sir Hubert added that one of the big 

objects of the tour was to show that a 
submarine could land provisions at the 

Pole, thus advancing tremendously the 

possibility of maintaining a depot all the 
year round. 

Although in genial mood, yet Sir Hubert 

had a serious last observation:— 

“I am an Australian heading an 

international expedition, but I have not 

received one penny’s support from my own 
countrymen. Australians plead financial 

depression, but they still can lavishly 

support horse racing and many other 
luxuries. Possibly they consider such things 

sufficiently scientific.” 

It is interesting to note that amongst those 
accompanying Sir Hubert on this hazardous 

trip will be a direct descendant of the 

famous Jules Verne, whose novel “Twenty 
Thousand Leagues Under the Sea” 

suggested the possibilities of submarine 

travel. 

World’s News (Sydney, NSW) Wednesday 

25 February 1931, page 3. 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/1
36309725 

 

28 February 1931 

SUBMARINE SEA PALACES OF THE 

FUTURE 

Millions May be Saved by Routes Under 

Polar Ice 

Gigantic submarines, floating undersea 
palaces as luxurious and as well appointed 

as the finest passenger liners of today, will 

soon be hurtling through the dark depths of 
the seven seas un hampered by winds or 

storms, unaffected by the tossing and 

pitching of mountainous waves in a heavy 

sea. 

Huge cargo-carrying submersibles will 

revise the trades routes of the world, plying 
unhampered under or through Arctic ice — 

the chief barrier to man's utilisation of the 

valuable polar lanes between the Eastern 
and Western Hemispheres — saving 

millions of pounds in fuel costs, canal tolls 

and freight rates. 
These are not the imaginings of a modern 

Jules Verne seeking to emulate his 

prophetic forecasts by a modern rendition 

of “Twenty Thousand Leagues Under the 

Sea.” They are the calm and calculated 
predictions of Simon Lake, a man who has 

facts and figures to back up his claims as 

well as a lifetime spent in inventing and 
designing submarines. 

“Sir George Wilkins’s forthcoming dash 

to the North Pole in a submarine will 
supply the necessary spark, I think,” said 

Mr. Lake recently, “Very soon after that we 

shall see the undersea craft make its 
appearance in the industrial field. I am 

confident that Wilkins’s expedition will be 

a success and that it will prove conclusively 

that navigation through the Arctic area is 

both practicable and profitable.” Few men 
can lay claim to such a record of 

engineering and construction in the field of 

submersibles as can Simon Lake. The 
submarines which startled and terrified the 

world early in the World War were ‘Lake’ 

type boats, whose patents Germany had 
stolen. Lake was responsible for perhaps 

the greatest single step in submarine 

designing yet taken. He devised the method 
of even-keel submergence, which overcame 

the greatest obstacle to undersea craft 

navigation, the uncontrolled dive. 
Before this invention submergence was 

usually affected by pointing the bow of the 

submersible downward. The disadvantage 

of this method, tragically proved a number 

of times, was that once it started diving the 

craft might not be stopped until it had 
buried its nose in the bottom. 

This design fault was overcome by Lake, 

who built a ship-shaped super-structure on 
the top of the usual hull of the submarine. 

This increased the stability of the submarine 

and tended to keep it on an even keel. 
Horizontal rudders or levelling vanes, 

which automatically maintained constant 

depth and level keel, also were used. 
Modern submarines employ both these 

features. “After a long delay, the submarine 

as a valuable instrument of commerce is 
about to come into its own,” said Mr. Lake. 

He was asked if he meant that eventually 

undersea travel would supplant all surface 
travel. “Not entirely.” he answered. 

“Because no matter how palatial a 

submarine might be made, nor how swift its 
journey may be accomplished in 

comparison with the giant surface liners, 

there will still be the element of pleasure to 
be considered. “In the field of cargo-

carrying alone immense savings through the 

submarine can be readily computed. 
In undersea craft lies the eventual means 

of putting to use the hitherto on developed 

but vastly important trade routes of the 
Arctic.  

“For instance, consider the saving in time 

a ship would effect if it could travel from 
Hamburg or Liverpool to San Francisco via 

the north-east passage instead of across the 
Atlantic, through the Panama Canal, and up 

the Pacific.” Look at your globe. Trace your 

course through the Arctic passages from 
Europe down to San Francisco. Then trace 

the course now in use across the Atlantic 

and through the Canal. A glance at the two 
lines will show that one is almost twice as 

long as the other. This is considering the 

time factor only. When the expense items 

are advanced — twice as much fuel 

required for the longer trip, crew salaries 

over a longer period, canal tolls, and the 
value of these Arctic passages can readily 

be seen. 

The only thing preventing their being put 
to use immediately is the ice fields which a 

ship attempting to make the passage would 

encounter This is the only hindrance to 
development of Arctic trade routes today. 

“But it is a hindrance only to surface ships; 

I have found that it can be a valuable ally in 
speeding up under-sea travel. All that is 

necessary is some stimulus to bring the 

passages into actual use for submarine 

travel. “Consider the vast areas in Northern 

Russia. Siberia and North America rich in 
mineral products, oil and the like that may 

be opened to development by cargo-

carrying under-ice submarines.” 
A description of the submarine which 

will be used in Wilkins’s polar dash will 

give some idea of how the submarines of 
the future will be equipped for their 

negotiation of the Arctic passages. It was 

designed and built by Lake for the United 
States during the war. It was known as the 

O-12, but will be renamed the Nautilus in 

honour of the craft in Jules Verne’s 
prophetic undersea tale. 

The Nautilus at sea. *OSU Polar 

Archives{Nautilus1_126.]. 

 

The Nautilus is somewhat small in 

comparison to the latest naval submarines 

but it is amply large for Captain Wilkins’s 
use in his dash from Spitsbergen to the 

Bering Sea, It had been decommissioned 

and was lying in reserve in the Philadelphia 
Navy Yard where it was scheduled to be 

scrapped under the naval treaty. 

The idea of using a submarine for polar 
navigation originated with Lake as far back 

as 1897, when he advocated it as a means of 

reaching the North Pole. In trial runs of the 
Protector, in the winter of 1903, and of the 

Kaiman in the Gulf of Finland, most of the 

devices he has invented for navigation 
through or under Arctic ice packs have been 

proved practical, he believes. 

One of his important discoveries was that 
a submarine craft broke with ease through 

frozen packs which even the larger surface 

liners could not negotiate. The second 

revelation was that travel under the ice 

could be made with comparative speed and 

safety by means of an inverted toboggan 
superstructure on top of the hull extending 

over the conning tower, so that the 

submarine could readily glide along under 
the ice. The Nautilus is being equipped with 

the inverted toboggan structure, as Sir 

Hubert will travel under the ice where 
necessary instead of breaking a path on the 

surface. The craft will stop at least every 

100 miles to take in air. If the trolley 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/136309725
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/136309725
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indicator on the submersible registers open 

water above, the ship will rise and take in 

air by opening the hatches. If there is ice 
above, a telescope arrangement on the 

conning tower will be used to pierce it and 

bring down air from the surface through a 
tube. A hole can be made by this method 

large enough to permit the men to clamber 

out on the ice. If ice of extraordinary 
thickness is met, a depth bomb could be set 

and the submarine would retreat some 

distance to avoid any damage to the hull by 
the concussion of the blast. To expedite 

travel under the Arctic pack the Nautilus 

will be equipped with searchlights, but little 

danger is anticipated in the form of 

obstructions extending below the ice. There 
are no icebergs in the Polar Sea. Admiral 

Peary, who spent nine winters in exploring 

above the Arctic Circle, saw none of these 
floating mountains of ice. Vilhjalmur 

Stefansson, who has 10 years of Arctic 

residence to his record, saw none, and 
believes that there are none in the Polar Sea 

between Franz Josef Island and Spitsbergen 

on the European side and Siberia on the 
opposite side. Both of these explorers 

concur in the belief that an ice cake will not 

extend more than 120 feet below the 
surface basing their theory on the fact that 

they have never seen an ice cake aground 

deeper than that. A submarine would have 

no difficulty in cruising under such an 

obstruction if one were met. The late 

Professor Nansen reported that the thickest 
ice found on his Arctic travels was fourteen 

feet. It can be seen, then, that steamships 

cruising North Atlantic lanes are in more 
danger of colliding with icebergs than a 

submarine in the Polar Sea. The tragedy of 

the Titanic will live as a grim reminder that 
all the ice is not inside the Arctic Circle. 

The Nautilus's trip from Spitsbergen to 

open water in the Bering Sea on the other 
side of the Pole will require about 60 days, 

allowing for a stay of some length at the 

Pole. The submarine will be re-fueled for a 
cruising range of 7,000 miles, and will have 

a year's provision for a crew of 18 men. 

Since the trip will be made in the summer, 
no difficulty in the way of protracted travel 

under the ice is expected, although the 

submarine is to be equipped and ready for 
such an emergency. During July and 

August open water is encountered every 10 

or 15 miles in the icefields, according to the 
explorers. The Nautilus at its slowest pace 

will do more than 100 miles a day under ice 

and about 250 miles in open water. 
Professor Nansen estimated the time 

necessary for a submarine equipped with 

appliances for Polar travel to go from 
Spitsbergen to the Pole and back again 

would be about 10 days. While opening up 

of the Polar trade routes and trans-oceanic 
travel present the most important 

developments in the industrial future of the 
submarine, Mr. Lake calls attention to 

valuable domestic purposes for which the 

submarine devices can be utilised One of 
the major ones is the gathering of oysters 

and clams. “In the salvage business, too, 

modifications of this plan have been found 
successful. Gold and silver are not the only 

treasures that have gone to the bottom with 

the sinking of ships. Coal, copper, and other 

ores line our shores in sunken wrecks. The 

difficulty has been in retrieving the cargoes 

on a large scale, since ordinary diving 
methods are too costly and slow." 

 
The submarine in which Wilkins will travel to the North 

Pole. 

Advertiser and Register (Adelaide, SA), 

Saturday 28 February 1931, page 9. 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/4
5751534 

 

 
An advertisement from the (Sunday Mail (Brisbane, Qld.), 

Sunday 1 March 1931, page 2.). 

 

4 March 1931 

The Prince — And Others 
 

 
THE PRINCE OF WALES AND PRINCE GEORGE, 

Whose royal progress through the South American 

republics is creating Empire wide interest. Their 

destination is Buenos Ayres, where on Saturday week the 

Prince of Wales will open a great British Empire Trade 

Exhibition. Our picture shows the two Princes on arrival 

at the Bermuda’s. 

 

SIR HUBERT WILKINS. The famous Australian explorer 

(hat in hand) photographed when he was making an 

inspection of the submarine on which he intends to make a 

journey to the North Pole regions early in May. A diagram 

of the specially constructed submarine — the Nautilus — 

will be found on page 24 of this issue. Sir Hubert will be 

accompanied by 17 other scientists. 

 

Sydney Mail (NSW), Wednesday 4 March 
1931, page 23.) 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/1

59790479 

 

4 March 1931 

THE GREAT ADVENTURE OF SIR 

HUBERT WILKINS. 
Under The Ice to The North Pole 

The idea conceived by Sir Hubert 

Wilkins, the Australian explorer, of making 
a trip in a submarine under the ice-covered 

seas of the Arctic, and passing “beneath” 

the North Pole, sounds as fantastic as the 
wildest dreams of Jules Verne. He and his 

party have been referred to by some 

sections of the American press as “the 
Suicide Club.” But Sir Hubert himself sees 

nothing impracticable in the venture. 

He says: “The economic possibilities of 
the submarine are as yet little understood. 

As cargo-carriers they could open up routes 
of importance to every country in the 

northern hemisphere. 

The distance between Liverpool and 
Yokohama, via the Arctic, in 6760 miles, as 

compared with 12,250 miles via Panama, 

and 11,100 miles by way of the Suez 
Canal.” He states that, the size of a 

submarine is not more limited than the size 

of a surface vessel, and the submarine's 
economic efficiency increases with size 

within certain limits. 

Plans for a thousand-ton submarine have 
been drawn, and it is possible to build them 

even larger. Sir Hubert has hired the 

submarine O12 from the United States 
Government at a nominal rental of five 

shillings a year, for his venture. The vessel 

has been altered and reconditioned for the 
expedition under the ice, and apparatus 

costing nearly £100.000 has been installed. 

Sir Hubert will be accompanied by a crew 
of 18 and three scientists. 

 

 
 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/45751534
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/45751534
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/159790479
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/159790479
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A diagram of Sir Hubert Wilkins’s Arctic submarine. 

 

Mr. Lincoln Ellsworth the American 
explorer is also of the party, and Lady 

Wilkins (formerly Miss Suzanne Bennett, 

an Australian actress) will accompany her 
husband. Broadcasts of the vessel'’s 

progress  

will be made when the ship is on the 

surface, and talkies of the adventure will be 

recorded. The submarine has been named 

the Nautilus, and she will carry provisions 
for a year and fuel sufficient for 7000 miles. 

The Nautilus is to be thoroughly tried out 

and tested during March and April, and will 
cross the Atlantic to England in May. It will 

then leave for Spitzbergen by way of 

Norway, and the tremendous adventure will 
begin. Sir Hubert hopes to travel the 2000 

miles to Alaska from Spitsbergen in 60 

days, submerging whenever the ice blocks 
his course. The cost of the venture is 

estimated at £50,000. 

It is curious that the fate of Andree, who 
had attempted to fly to the Pole in a 

balloon, has just been learned after nearly 

30 years, on the very eve of Sir Hubert 
Wilkins’s attempt. Thus the crudest form of 

transport and the most modern and 

scientific are strangely contrasted. With 
mechanically perfect flying machines 

Wilkins, as well as Byrd and Amundsen, 

have already proved that the aeroplane can 
make use of the shorter route across the 

Arctic Ocean and can shorten by half, the 

time and distance of travel between the 
northern towns. Passengers may fly over 

the Arctic before long as safely as they now 

fly over snow-capped mountain ranges. 

 

Some Special Features of the Submarine. 

For years a shorter sea route from Europe 

to Asia has been sought, from Alaska to 

Florida and from Seattle to New York, via 

the Bering Straits. But the search for a 
navigable north-west or north-east passage 

has so far proved fruitless. It has cost 

hundreds of lives and millions of money. 
Sir Hubert Wilkins dares to try a new 

way where a surface route is impracticable. 

The Arctic seas, oven in the depth of 
winter, are not covered by an unbroken 

blanket of ice. Amundsen alighted with his 

flying boats in 1926 in open water within 
90 miles of the Pole. It has been observed 

by those who have flown thousands of 

miles over the Arctic pack in late winter 
and spring that there are open leads or 

newly-frozen water in patches within 25 

miles of any point in the Arctic Circle. 
Modern submarines are operated on the 

surface by Diesel engines. Submerge and 

they are driven by electric motors and 
batteries. With one fuel charge the vessel 

can operate at a certain speed for a limited 

time. Then the batteries must be recharged. 
Also the submarine must take in air after 

every 100 miles or so. The greater the speed 

the quicker the battery is expended. Sir 
Hubert proposes to travel under the ice at a 

speed of four or five miles an hour. With 

suitable buffer arrangements small sub-
marines could run full speed into a solid 

submarine obstruction and sustain no 

damage. 
A feature of the Nautilus for its 

protection and for determining the thickness 

of the ice and the presence of open leads, is 

a “feeling arm,” very similar to the pole 

above an electric tram which travels along 
the overhead wire. This arm extends 30 or 

40 feet above the top of the submarine and 

by means of a governing spring keeps the 
vessel at an oven distance beneath the 

surface of the ice. It is not expected that the 

under surface of the ice will be smooth, but 
the irregularities arc not likely to be great. 

The submarine is equipped with a 

resilient jumping-bar or skate, which will 
prevent the top of the Nautilus from coming 

in contact with the ice. Provision is made 

for a mechanical means of access to free air 
from under even 20 feet or more of ice. 

Two seven-inch drills, one forward and one 

aft, will operate. The drills are cored, and 

the entire centre section is removable. 

When the hole is drilled, the cores are 

removed, leaving two six-inch pipes 
projecting through the ice as intake and 

exhaust for the engines. 

Modern submarines can submerge to 300 
feet. There are said to be no large icebergs 

in the Arctic Ocean, and the very deepest 

ice there is not more than 120 feet below 
the surface of the sea. And so the intrepidity 

of man and his mechanical ingenuity are to 

be exploited to the full by Sir Hubert 

Wilkins in the Nautilus. The submarine is 

to feel its way under the ice like a fly along 
the ceiling. 

Herald (Melbourne, Vic.), Wednesday 4 

March 1931, page 6. 
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/2

42883697 

 

10 March 1931 

HIDDEN MYSTERIES OF THE 

ANTARCTIC 

[MAY BE MECCA FOR TOURISTS.] 

Commander L. C. Bernacchi (famous 
scientist; physicist to the “Discovery” 

Antarctic Expedition). 

Few people realise, in these days of rapid 
transportation by air, by rail and by sea, 

when one may go from one end of the 

world to the other in the course of a few 
weeks, that there still remain vast regions of 

the earth’s surface untouched by 

civilisation, and of which practically 
nothing definite is known. The primeval 

forests of Central and South America, the 

desert places of Arabia, and the unexplored 
lands of the great mass of Central Asia are 

slowly but surely yielding their secrets to 

the indefatigable and persistent researches 
of scientists and explorers. Each year sees 

some new discovery of archaeological and 

scientific value wrested from these regions. 
But of all the unexplored places of the earth 

the regions surrounding the Antarctic pole 
offer perhaps the most intriguing problem 

to the scientific investigator. There we have 

a vast continent, still mostly unexplored, 
extending to over 5,000,000 square miles, 

which for millions of years has been 

isolated from the rest of the world, and 
which was in all probability, completely 

inaccessible to primitive man. Unlike the 

lands within the Arctic Circle there are, as 
far as we now know, no lakes, no trees, no 

flowers, no soil, no land animals, and no 

inhabitants. It is a vast high continent, 
entirely surrounded by a wide and 

boisterous ocean, offering in geographical 

features a striking contrast to the Arctic, 
which consists of an extensive and deep 

polar ocean, almost entirely surrounded by 

continental lands. 
 

World Within a World. 

Of all the geographical problems 
confronting the human race, exploration of 

this wonderful region bulks as the most 

virile and the most urgent. For, though our 
knowledge of the Antarctic is, as yet, 

extremely small, this we know: that here 

Nature has provided a world within a world 
— laid out on a grand scale, where 

bitterness has no place whatsoever, and 

where disease and germs are apparently 

unknown. For the Antarctic is in probability 

germless. This fact alone opens up 

possibilities of such value to the human 
race as to excite even the sluggish 

imagination. Perhaps it is the greatest 

untapped reservoir of health left to 
humanity. 

In the years to come, when the 

investigations of explorers and scientists 
have enabled us to obtain more detailed and 

exact knowledge of these regions, It may 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/242883697
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/242883697
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well be that people will talk of a trip to the 

Antarctic as the usual mode of 

convalescence, in the same way as we now 
talk of a holiday in Switzerland or in one of 

the other winter sports resorts. ‘Aeroplanes 

and airships, of course, will be the means of 
transportation. The remarkable 

development of aviation in recent years is 

one of the most important factors likely to 
affect the development of the Antarctic, for 

the Byrd, the Mawson, and Wilkins 

expeditions have proved that aerial 
transport is almost an indispensable part of 

polar exploration. 

 

The anticipation of the writer of this article 

that the wonderful Antarctic will attract 
tourists is already being realised. Recent 

cables have referred to a pleasure ship 

which is being fitted to visit the explored 
south Polar Regions in the coming summer, 

via New Zealand. The ship, under the 

command of Commander Stenhouse, will 
call at King Edward Land, the Bay of 

Whales, Discovery Inlet, and skirt the Great 

Ice Barrier, and tourists will be given 
opportunities of visiting the famous huts of 

Scott, Shackleton, and other honoured 

explorers. 
 

Commander Richard Byrd 

 

Without aeroplanes these expeditions would 
have been unable to achieve some of the 

results that, we hear, have so far been 

obtained. We must look, therefore, to 
aviation to provide one of the means of 

opening up this wonderful land. Other 

modes of transport have been proposed. For 
instance, the project has been mooted of 

approaching these polar regions by means 

of a submarine, so designed that it could 
make its way under the thick pack ice 

covering the polar seas, and come to surface 

at suitable spots. Without going into details 
of the technical problems involved, this 

operation seems to me to be entirely 

impracticable. 

 

Store of Wealth. 

But the potentialities of the Antarctic are 
not only remarkable from the point of view 

of health. The commercial and more 

especially the scientific possibilities are no 
less interesting. In the first place one has 

only to remember the millions of pounds 

per annum taken out of the Antarctic by the 

whaling industry alone. At a modest 

computation I should say that during the 

past 10 years the proceeds from whaling 
alone have aggregated something like 

£30,000,000. The whales feed on the edges 

of the great ice packs, and though one 
sometimes hears reports that they are likely 

to become extinct, in the course of a few 

years, there is, at present, no indication of 
this. There are fascinating problems still 

remaining in connection with terrestrial 

magnetism, meteorology, and marine 
biology and geology. With each year that 

passes we wrest some secret from Nature, 

and no other region provides such wide 

possibilities of this kind to the scientist.  
 

SIR HUBERT WILKINS. 

 

Great Barrier. 
Finally, a word about the physical features 

of the Antarctic. The climate is much 

severer, latitude for latitude, than that of the 
Arctic, and it is a climatic wonder that over 

the surface of the Great Ice Barrier and the 

Inland Plateau there must be a mean annual 
temperature of between 10 degrees F. and 

20 degrees F. In the vicinity of the 

Antarctic circle (66½ degrees S); the great 
Ant-arctic pack is encountered, which 

sometimes presents difficulties to penetrate. 

The ice is formed by the freeing of the seas 
along the Antarctic shores to a depth of 

from five to seven feet. It breaks up, 

however, in the spring. The Great Ice 
Barrier, in approximate latitude 77 degrees 

S, extends due east and west for 600 

geographical miles, and the level ice sheet 
which apparently fills a great bight is about 

200,000 square miles in extent, or equal to 

the whole of France Edward VII. Land, at 
its eastern extremity, was discovered by 

Captain Scott in 1902. It is from this 

vicinity that Commander Byrd has recently 

been operating with aeroplanes. The 

geology of the continent is deeply 

interesting. Sedimentary rocks are exposed 
at certain places along the coast. The 35lb 

of rocks carried by Captain Scott and his 

companions to the bitter end have proved to 
be of the highest importance. They were 

found on a peak jutting out from the snow 

cap about 300 miles from the South Pole, 
find some of the specimens were of true 

black coal containing remarkable fossil 

remains which indicate that a very different 

climate obtained near the South Pole long 

ages ago. This is not the least of the many 
problems of interest to the human race 

remaining to be solved in the great white 

spaces of the Antarctic. 
(Copyright in Australia and New Zealand 

by The Commonwealth United Press Ltd.) 

Townsville Daily Bulletin (Qld), Tuesday 

10 March 1931, page 9. 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/6

1582423 

 

Photos of Sir Hubert and Lady Wilkins also appeared on 

the page of the article from (Advocate (Burnie, Tas.), 

Thursday 12 March 1931, page 1.). 

 

12 March 1931 

“THE SUICIDE CLUB.” 

A Submarine Journey to the North Pole. 

WILKINS’ VENTURE. 

Explorer Sees Nothing Impracticable. 

MODERN JULES VERNE. 

NEW YORK, Tuesday. 

The idea conceived by Sir Hubert 

Wilkins, the Australian explorer, of making 
a trip in a submarine under the ice covered 

seas of the Arctic, and passing “beneath” 

the North Pole, sounds as fantastic as the 
wildest dreams of Jules Verne. He and his 

party have been referred to by some 

sections of the American press as “the 
Suicide Club.” 

But Sir Hubert himself sees nothing 

impracticable in the venture. He says: “The 
economic possibilities of the submarine are 

as yet little under-stood. As cargo-carriers 

they could open up routes of importance to 
every country in the northern hemisphere. 

The distance between Liverpool and 

Yokohama, via the Arctic, is 6750 miles, as 
compared with 12,250 miles via Panama, 

and 11,100 miles by way of the Suez 

Canal.” 
He states that the size of a submarine is 

not more limited than the size of a surface 

vessel, and the submarine's economic I 
efficiency increases with size within certain 

limits. Plans for a 1 thousand-ton submarine 
have been drawn, and it is possible to build 

them even larger. Sir Hubert has hired the 

submarine O12 from the United States 
Government at a nominal rental of five 

shillings a year, for his venture. The vessel 

has been altered and reconditioned for the 
expedition under the ice, and apparatus 

costing nearly £100,000 has been installed. 

Sir Hubert will be accompanied by a crew 
of 18 and three scientists. Mr. Lincoln 

Elsworth, the American explorer, is also of 

the party; also Lady Wilkins (formerly Miss 
Suzanne Bennett). 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/61582423
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/61582423
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Rented by Sir H. Wilkins from the U.S. Government at 5/- 

a year, the submarine O12 is to be used for the explorer's 

Polar journey. 

 

Tremendous Adventure Begins in May. 

“Broadcasts of the vessel’s progress will he 

made when the ship is on the surface, and 

talkies of the adventure will he recorded. 
The submarine has been named the 

Nautilus, and she will carry provisions for a 

year and fuel sufficient for 7000 miles. 
The Nautilus is to be thoroughly tried out 

and tested during this month and April, and 

will cross the Atlantic to England in May. It 
will then leave for Spitzbergen by way of 

Norway, and the tremendous adventure will 

begin. Sir Hubert hopes to travel the 2000 
miles to Alaska from Spitzbergen in 50 

days, submerging whenever the ice blocks 

his course. The cost of the venture is 
estimated at £50,000. 

It is curious that the fate of Andrée, who 

had attempted to fly to the Pole in a 
balloon, has just been learned after nearly 

30 years, on the very eve of Sir Hubert 

Wilkins’ attempt. Thus the crudest form of 
transport and the most modern and 

scientific are strangely contrasted. 

With mechanically perfect flying machines 
Wilkins, as well as Byrd and Amundsen, 

have already proved that the aeroplane can 

make use of the shorter route across the 
Arctic Ocean and can shorten by half the 

time and distance of travel between the 

northern towns. Passengers may fly over 
the Arctic before long as safely as they now 

fly over snow-capped mountain ranges. 

 

Vessel to Feel Way Under the Ice. 

A feature of the Nautilus for its 
protection and for determining the thickness 

of the ice and the presence of open loads, is 

a “feeling arm,” very similar to the pole 
above an electric tram which travels along 

the overhead wire. This arm extends 30 or 

40 feet above the top of the submarine, and 
by means of a governing spring keeps the 

vessel at an even distance beneath the 

surface of the ice. It is not expected that the 
under surface of the ice will be smooth, but 

the irregularities are not likely to be great. 

The submarines is equipped with a resilient 
jumping bar or skate, which will prevent the 

top of the Nautilus from coming in contact 

with the ice. 
Provision is made for a mechanical 

means, of access to free air from under 20 

feet or more of ice. Two seven inch drills, 
one forward and one aft, will operate. The 

drills are cored, and the entire centre section 

is removable. When the hole is drilled the 
cores are removed, leaving two six-inch 

pipes projecting through the ice as intake 

and exhaust for the engines. 

Modern submarines can submerge to 300 

feet. There are said to be no large icebergs 
in the Arctic Ocean, and the very deepest 

ice there is not more than 120 feet below 

the surface of the sea. 
And so the intrepidity of man and his 

mechanical ingenuity are to be exploited to 

the full by Sir Hubert Wilkins in the 
Nautilus. The submarine is to feed its way 

under the ice like a fly along the ceiling. 

Advocate (Burnie, Tas.), Thursday 12 

March 1931, page 1. 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/6
7706771 

 

27 April 1931 

WILKINS PUBLISHES 
HIS PLANS. 

Test Dive for Submarine. 

New York. Saturday. 
The first step of Sir Hubert Wilkins’s 

adventure of a voyage in a submarine under 

the North Pole will be made in a few days, 
when Captain Danehower will take the 

Nautilus in a dive in the Hudson. 
 

 

Sir G. H. Wilkins. 

 

At the bottom (35 feet) he will test the 

machine for leaks. The deep sea diving tests 
will, be made within a fortnight oil New 

London. 

“Under the North Pole,” by Wilkins, is 
published today. The book explains the 

plans for the Polar dash, and contains the 

career of Wilkins, and a chapter by 
Vilhjalmur Stefansson describing the 

inception of the plans for the submarine 

trip. 

Daily Standard (Brisbane, Qld), Monday 27 

April 1931, page 7. 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/1
80986824 

 

29 April 1931 

Wilkins’ Arctic Submarine Christened--

Exclusive Pictures 
 

 
A bucketful of cracked ice was used for the christening at 

the Brooklyn Navy yard, U.S. A., of Sir Hubert Wilkins’s 

sub-marine, Nautilus, which has been fitted out for his trip 

to the North Pole. Jean Jules Verne, a grandson of the 

famous French novelist assisted Lady Wilkins at the 

ceremony. 

 

Herald (Melbourne, Vic.), Wednesday 29 

April 1931, page 16. 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/2
42783964 

 

9 May 1931 

NORTH POLE. 
Graf Zeppelin’s Expedition. 

BERLIN, Thursday. — 

Captain Eckener announces that, with the 
object of deciding whether an airship is 

suitable for arctic exploration, the Graf 

Zeppelin will go to the North Pole in July, 
the date coinciding with Sir Hubert 

Wilkins’ attempt by submarine. The Graf 

Zeppelin will carry complete Polar 
equipment and forty five persons, including 

eight scientists and explorers, and German,  

 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/67706771
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/67706771
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/180986824
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/180986824
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/242783964
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/242783964
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Capt. Eckener. 

 
English, American and Russian aviation 

experts. 

The airship will not leave Franz Josef Land 
until Wilkins is expected to be within two 

days of the Pole. 

The American newspaper magnate, Mr. 
Randolph Hearst, is financing the 

expedition. 

Advocate (Burnie, Tas.), Saturday 9 May 

1931, page 9. 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/6
7717231 

 

9 May 1931 

Riding under Arctic Ice to the Pole. 

Sir Hubert Wilkins Has Reduced Risks 

to a Minimum. 

(By H. H. SHELDON, Professor of Physics 
in New York University)                                                           

Would you care to accept an invitation to 

cross the Arctic by submarine travelling 
under the ice? According to the plans made 

by Sir Hubert Wilkins, South Australian 

explorer, and his men, who will soon 
embark upon such a voyage, the dangers are 

mostly non-existent, or can easily be 

provided against. As compared to other 
modes of transportation in the Arctic, the 

submarine seems by far the safest. 

Yet, while the submarine can be made to 
look so safe as to attract the most confirmed 

armchair explorer, there may be many 

dangers lurking under the ice which cannot 
be foreseen, and which will test the bravery 

of the most lion hearted. Few persons are 

interested enough in the appearance of the 
underside of 15 ft. of ice to care to make the 

journey, and the most ardent scientist is not 

likely to be sufficiently interested in truth 
for truth’s sake to care to take a voyage 

which, on the surface, seems so risky. 

Without further analysis one might easily 

be led to the conclusion that Sir Hubert 

Wilkins is either a fool or a publicity 

seeker, or possibly both. As a matter of fact, 
he is neither. 

One has only to meet Sir Hubert to know 

that neither of these things prompts him to 
take this apparently perilous journey, and 

only to talk to him a few minutes to be 

convinced that of all the ways of visiting 
the Arctic the submarine offers the safest 

and most comfortable mode of 

transportation. 

But in addition to these advantages, it 
also offers the possibility of obtaining the 

maximum of useful knowledge. The 

original idea of the submarine, as conceived 
by its inventor, was a vehicle which would 

travel along the bottom of the ocean on 

wheels. Were it not for the great depths at 
which it would have to travel, this would be 

entirely practical. But everyone knows that 

even at relatively small depths one is 
subject to the “bends” when brought again 

to the surface. This malady is caused by the 

nitrogen absorbed by the body under high 

air pressures. 

When the pressure is suddenly relieved 
the bloodstream is incapable of carrying off 

the nitrogen with sufficient rapidity to 

prevent the formation of bubbles. The 
bubbles are the cause of the extremely 

painful bends. 

Recently, breathing mixtures of oxygen 
and helium have been used. The helium is 

absorbed to only about half the extent of 

nitrogen and diffuses into the blood twice 
as fast. This may make it practical for a 

man to reach much greater depths than he 

has hitherto reached and may yet make 
ocean bottom travel possible. 

 

 

An advertisement from the (Mail (Adelaide, SA), Saturday 

9 May 1931, page 7.). 

 

Mode of Travel                                                                                                                                       

The Nautilus is to make use of the 

advantages of travel on the ocean’s bottom 

without undergoing the dangers by 
travelling, instead, on the underside of the 

surface ice. Lighter than water, it will press 

against the ice with long runners. 
Let us look first at the dangers of this 

mode of travel and then upon its 

advantages. There are several possibilities 

of danger in this expedition. The ship may 

sink, it may be wrecked, by running into a 

shoal or an iceberg, it may be carried off its 
course in a swift current, it may run short of 

fuel, or completely lose its bearings. 

Examined closely, none of these 
possibilities seems even reasonable. That it 

should sink without some collision is as 

unlikely as it is with any ship that leaves 
our shores; in fact, less likely, as the 

Nautilus will have been inspected closely in 

every detail before it gets under way. 
The possibility of its being disabled by a 

collision with either ice or shoal is also very 

improbable, as it is to proceed at but four 

miles an hour while under ice; in addition, 

it is protected by special construction at the 
bow. If it were carried off its course by a 

swift current it would almost certainly be 

brought into open water very quickly, as 
such a current would have worn away some 

of the ice above it. That would permit of 

taking bearings on the position and a 
resumption of the journey. 

While under the ice it is, of course, 

impossible to take bearings, and it would 
appear possible that the ship might become 

so lost as to run aimlessly until the fuel had 

been exhausted. 
We are assured by those who know the 

Arctic that open spaces are sufficiently 

close together as to make this possibility 

negligible. But supposing something did go 

wrong so that the ship was unable to 

proceed. Then, by special boring machines 
at the top of the boat it is possible to drill 

through 15 ft. of ice to obtain a supply of 

air for the crew: it is also possible to release 
a diver from a special compartment to set 

charges to blast the way to the surface. 

The terrifying part of the programme, the 
long darkness underneath the imprisoning 

ice, is in reality not as bad as it may easily 

be made to look. The length of time under 
the ice will be broken into relatively short 

intervals, and in the event of actual 

imprisonment, due to accident or fuel 
shortage, the ice can be pierced. 
 

Transport Advantages                                                                                                                                         

Now let us look at the advantages of this 

form of transportation in the Arctic. Sir 
Hubert Wilkins is convinced that it is the 

only form which will enable us to make any 

progress. Why? Let us proceed to this 
conclusion by the elimination process. We 

can quickly dispose of ships and dog sleds. 

The first is limited to open water and is 
always in danger of being caught in the ice. 

The second is too laboriously slow, and 

always in danger of being marooned on an 
ice floe. In other words, the roughness and 

instability of the surface rule out its use. 

The dirigible offers another possible 
mode of travel which, however, has as yet 

met with no success in Arctic exploration. 

While it has the advantage of being able to 
hover over any spot which it is desired to 

investigate, and even to land exploring 

parties, it is too much the subject of the 
vagaries of the weather to be either 

dependable or safe. It has figured in our 

worst Arctic tragedies, beginning with its 
forebear the balloon of Andrée.    
 

 

Sir Hubert Wilkins  
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The aeroplane must be ruled out because 
of its inability to land on the rough ice. It 

might be used for trans-Arctic travel were it 

not for the fact that the slightest accident 
means disaster. 

To all of these faults the submarine is 

immune. It can travel alike in open or ice-
covered water. It can pause for any kind of 

inspections which its crew may care to 

make. It can make minor repairs while en-

route.  And, while the Nautilus will run but 

four miles an hour as a safety measure, it is 
possible greatly to exceed this speed in 

future submarine travel over the Arctic. The 

submarine not only offers a means of 
further exploring this little-known part of 

the world, but it offers as well a possible 

future short cut to the other side of the 
world which may eventually become a 

regular passenger lane. The Nautilus may 

blaze a trail which will become what might 
be termed a sub-surface highway. 

 

Explorers’ Plans  

Of course, in analysing the venture which 

Sir Hubert and his men are about to 

undertake, there is the possibility that one 
may make the project appear, so safe as to 

rob them of any appearance of bravery. 

Every explorer knows that when he has 
provided against every possible emergency 

which may occur to the imagination, there 

are still circumstances impossible to 
foresee, which may bring disaster to the 

most brilliantly planned expedition.  

It is the duty of the explorer to provide 
against every emergency that can be 

foreseen and then to rely upon his skill and 

experience, and that of his men, to carry 
through any emergency that they may 

encounter. That there may be plenty of 

dangers lurking beneath the ice of the 

frozen North there can be no doubt. Sir 

Hubert and his men think they are prepared 

to meet them, as they undoubtedly are. But, 
however well prepared they may be, the 

voyage is none the less not one for any but 

the lion hearted. 

Mail (Adelaide, SA), Saturday 9 May 1931, 

page 7 
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/5
8843815 

 

22 May 1931 

JULES VERNE’S DREAM TO COME 

TRUE 

Wilkins’ Ice-Defying Submarine Daring 

Explorer to Fight Way Under Arctic Sea. 

Next July Captain Sir Hubert Wilkins and 
a crew of experienced navigators and 

explorers, will be fighting their way under 

the Arctic ice in the world’s first conquest 
of the North Pole in a submarine. Sir 

Hubert is confident that it the safest 

approach yet devised to the Pole, and to the 
unexplored regions above Alaska and 

Greenland. 

This veteran explorer of the ends of the 

earth — Sir Hubert has been four times, to 

the Arctic and thrice to the Antarctic — is 

today pinning his faith to the O-12: a 
submarine which he is renting from the 

United States Government for one dollar a 

year. On March 24, 1931, the boat was 
baptised Nautilus. 

That date was the anniversary of Jules 

Verne, from whose imagination came the 
first description of submarine exploration. 

Jean Jules Verne, of Rouen, France, 

grandson of the author of “Twenty 
Thousand Leagues Under the Sea,” was 

present on the occasion, which marked the 

beginning of the fulfilment of the ideas of a 
daring mind, ideas which in their day were 

looked upon as nothing but fairy tales. 

According to the “Christian Science 
Monitor” the world is very confident in Sir 

Hubert’s capacities as navigator and 

explorer, that more than 2000 applications 
for positions on the Nautilus already have 

been received. 
Letters have come from Japan, France, 

Great Britain, the Scandinavian countries, 

Russia and the United States. They are from 
men of all ages, and of all trades. One came 

to New York from a Swedish sales clerk, 

who not only offered to learn telegraphy, if 
that “would be of any use,” but also 

volunteered to take “the most dangerous 

post.” Sir Hubert, with the skilled and 
venturesome of the world to choose from, is 

limiting his crew to 18 men, or at the most 

20, which is the limit set by work, space 
and air. 

In addition to Sir Hubert, the crew will 

include Lieutenant Commander Sloan 
Danenhower, who has had experience with 

submarines since 1909, Lieutenant 

Commander Schlossbach, and Dr. H. 
Sverdrup, the Norwegian explorer, who 

accompanied Nansen on the Fram 

Expedition of 1893. The final list is not yet 
decided upon, but in addition to 12 expert 

submarine sailors from the United States 

Navy, it may include a Canadian natural 
scientist and a German doctor. 

At the end of February the crew took the 

Nautilus for preliminary under ice tests off 
the coast of Maine. There were also trials in 

the Hudson River, near Poughkeepsie, N.Y. 

Freshwater tests were necessary because of 
the presence at the surface of the Arctic 

Ocean of a layer of fresh water about 30ft. 

in depth. This clear water has melted from 
the ice and snow above the surface. 

The vessel will head for London at about 

May 1 and from there it will proceed to 
Tromso, Norway, and about July 1 it will 

sail from Spitsbergen a large mountainous 

island above the Scandinavian countries. 

Keeping close to the Greenwich meridian, 

the voyagers hope to spend a few days at 
the North Pole, and then penetrate what is 

known to explorers as “the blind spot.” 

 

Sir Hubert Wilkins (right), who is  attempt an underwater 

journey to the Arctic Pole. 

 

This Unexplored Region. 

There is a natural scientific law that any 

plastic mass spun rapidly about, will 
produce depression at one end, and 

protuberance at the other. Confirmation of 

this theory will explain the presence of high 
mountains at the South Pole, and will 

accordingly be of extraordinary value to 

natural scientists. This is the most important 
reason for the trip. 

A second purpose is the desirability of 

ascertaining the practicability of 
maintaining meteorological stations on the 

ice floes for six months of the year. 

Observation here would throw valuable 
light on the origin and course of cyclones. 

It is known that ice formations and currents 

have an important bearing on the climate of 
Europe. The feasibility of such stations will 

depend on the thickness of the ice, and 

general weather conditions. There is a 
possibility that new islands will be 

discovered near the coast of Siberia or 

Alaska. 

“We are doing international work,” Sir 

Hubert said, “and we expect to make no 

national claims. We are not dependent on 
any government, and are carrying with us 

three flags of the members of the crew: 

British, Norwegian and American. “One 
cannot afford to rush things in the Arctic,” 

he continued. “The Arctic is a place, where, 

to accomplish much, one must bide his time 
and proceed with caution. Such adventures 

as boys hanker after are generally the 

outcome of ignorance or incompetence, for 
there is more hard work than adventure on 

expeditions. 
An adventure often means a task not 

done, a condition unforeseen, and in these 

days, provided always that you know of 

others’ adventures, adventures may be 

avoided.” 

 

Has Life of Adventure. 

In spite of Sir Hubert’s avowed contempt 

for adventuring, his life contains more 
adventures than most people read about. 

He was born in 1888, the child of a S. 

Australian station owner. His childhood 
experiences with the droughts and 

scorching heat impressed him early with the 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/58843815?
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need for more accurate weather forecasting. 

At 15 he was a stowaway, but was taken 

back to attend the Adelaide School of 
Mines, from which he was graduated as an 

electric engineer. He took up motion picture 

photography in the early days of that 
industry, specialising in stunt photography 

from balloons, airplanes and parachutes. 

In 1912 he became photographic 
correspondent to the London “Daily 

Chronicle,” and took pictures of the Balkan 

wars from the Turkish side. 
His first Arctic experience came in 1913, 

when he joined Stefansson’s […] the largest 

white spot left on the map; they plan to 

traverse in zigzag fashion. By the end of 

August, the submarine should be well out in 
Bering Strait. That part of the trip within 

the Arctic Circle is estimated to be 2100 

miles in length. 
 “The hazards of a submarine trip are not 

at all comparable to those of airship 

expedition,” Lieutenant Commander 
Danenhower said. “Our greatest danger will 

come from being caught under the ice. If 

for some reason we couldn’t rise to the 
surface of the water, we wouldn’t be able to 

recharge the electric battery. The Diesel 

engine which charges the battery will work 
only in the open air. 

 

May Stay Down Six Days 

“A sister boat of the O-12 stayed under 

water for four days with a crew of three 

officers and 30 men. With our smaller crew 
of 18, and with the additional oxygen and 

soda lime arrangement which cleans out the 

carbon dioxide in the air, we ought to easily 
be able to stay down for six days.” It ought 

not to be difficult to rise above the ice, he 

pointed out, as the ice in the Polar region is 
never solid, and during the summer months 

there are open places in the great ice floes 

every 20 or 25 miles. 
The average thickness of the ice is 

between seven and ten feet. The Nautilus is 

equipped with auxiliary drills capable of 
piercing 100 feet of ice if need be, and in 

case of emergency chemicals or explosives 

(probably metallic calcium) can be used. 
These will be carried out into position by 

the divers, after which the submarine will 

move to a safe distance. 
The explorers believe that the 

possibilities of meeting icebergs are remote. 

The Danish charts of the Arctic region 
show icebergs are only on the Greenland 

side. Icebergs are born in the gargantuan 

glaciers of that island, but are carried south 
by the ocean currents. The Russians have 

probably done more under-ice cruising than 

any other nation. 
During the early years of the World War 

they carried out rather extensive submarine 

campaigns which most people knew little 
about, according to leaders of the 

expedition. 
The men say they can be certain of more or 

less calm weather. Dr. Fridtjof Nansen 

declared the Arctic one of the least stormy 
large regions of the world. Vilhjaumur 

Stefansson, who has explored the Arctic 

regions for 11 years, says that storms are 
very rare, and that when they do come it is 

along the mountains of the coastal regions. 

This is important, because the Wilkins’ 

expedition plans to be on the surface of the 

water for one-third of the time. 
 

 
THE CHIEF SCOUT. 

LORD BADEN POWELL addressing a gathering of Boy 

Scouts in Perth.  From the (Narembeen Observer (WA), 

Friday 22 May 1931, page 4.). 

 

Expect 10,000 Feet of Water. 

To the natural scientist, the first 

submarine exploration of the Polar region is 
of intense interest. 

From previous soundings by Nansen, 

Peary, Amundsen and Wilkins, it is 
generally believed that there is an average 

depth of 10,000 feet in the Arctic Ocean, 

but it is not known whether the contour at 
the bottom is a conical depression or 

whether it is shaped like a basin. […] 

Canadian Arctic Expedition as 

photographer for the Gaumont Motion 

Pictures. 

Although he lost all his cameras in a 
shipwreck off the north coast of Alaska, he 

remained with the expedition four years, 

and was soon appointed second in 
command. 

In 1917 he joined the Australian forces in 

Europe, where he won a commission as 
captain in the air force. In 1919 he took part 

in the England to Australia air races, but 

was forced down in Crete. 

He is a naturalist, as well as a 

photographer, aviator and explorer. He led 

an expedition into the tropics of Australia 
for the British Museum, where he collected 

5000 specimens of native fauna, and 

studied the flights of birds for use in 
aeronautics. 

Lost in the Arctic 

Probably his most dangerous experiences 
were met with Lieut.-Col. Ben Eielson in 

1928 in the Arctic. Snow and adverse winds 

had checked their speed, and had driven 
them off their course. The engine suddenly 

stopped its purring and Lieutenant Eielson 

made a perfect landing in a patch of smooth 

ice 15 by 30 yards in extent, surrounded by 

high ridges of snow and ice. 
When daylight came and they saw the 

precipitous snowbanks and quivering young 

ice which surrounded them, they considered 
their landing a miracle. They deserted their 

‘plane, for all radio communication had 

been destroyed, and began their 15-day 
flight for Beechley Point, Alaska, 80 odd 

miles in the distance. They dragged behind 

them improvised sleds filled with clothes, 
chocolate, biscuits and their precious half-

gallon of gasoline. Each night they built 

snow houses in native style. 
They averaged 16 ounces of food daily; 

they dashed madly over ice which sagged 

like a stretched blanket when one stepped 

upon it. Sir Hubert was not the first of his 

family to think of exploring the Arctic from 

beneath the sea. 
Bishop Wilkins of Chester, Eng., 

secretary of the British Royal Geographical 

Society in 1643, was the first to visualise a 
submarine boat, according to the explorer. 

The Bishop is supposed to have drafted a 

design for his boat, though it was never 
built. According to the legend, this man 

dreamed of exploring the unknown Arctic 

with this imaginary craft. 
Narembeen Observer (WA), Friday 22 May 

1931, page 4. 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/2
51832718 

 

A cartoon from the (Daily Telegraph (Sydney, NSW), 

Saturday 23 May 1931, page 8.). 

 

23 May 1931 

UNDER ICE TO ARCTIC 
SIR HUBERT WILKINS OFF TODAY 

(Special Service.) 

NEW YORK, Friday. 

Sir Hubert Wilkins made a final 
inspection today at New London of the 

submarine Nautilus, aboard which he is to 

carry out his adventurous exploration trip 
under the ice to the North Pole. All 

preparations for her departure, which has 

been tentatively fixed for tomorrow, have 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/251832718
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been completed. The vessel was recently 

sent to New London for deep-sea 

submergence tests, which proved 
satisfactory. 

 

 
Sir Hubert Wilkins 

 

Daily Telegraph (Sydney, NSW), Saturday 

23 May 1931, page 8. 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/2
46255239 

 

5 June 1931 

Submerged Run 

Wilkins’s Submarine 

WOODS HOLE (Massachusetts). She 
will sail on June 7 to meet the craft in 

England June 4. 

Sir Hubert Wilkins’s submarine, Nautilus 
II. (Which he is to use on his North Pole 

expedition), passed here last night en route 

to Provincetown for a submerged run off 
Cape Cod. She left the New London base at 

noon, escorted by the Coast Guard Hunt. 

Lady Wilkins disembarked from the Hunt 

after saying farewell to Sir Hubert and the 

Nautilus over the radio telephone. She will 
sail on June 7 to meet the craft in England. 

    The check of the Nautilus’s gyro 

compass and radio-telephone equipment 
proved satisfactory. 

    Sir Hubert Wilkins, in a letter to rear 

Admiral Billard (commandant of the 
coastguard), expressed appreciation of the 

coastguard’s cooperation, and requested 

contact with coastguard vessels off the 
Grand Banks, Newfoundland, during the 

submarine’s passage across the Atlantic. 

The Brisbane Courier (Qld), 5 June 1931 

page11. 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/2

1721845 

 

9 June 1931 

Sir Hubert Wilkins’ Nautilus 

The Nautilus submarine, in which Sir 
Hubert Wilkins, the explorer, is travelling 

across the top of the earth and beneath the 

North Pole, is most elaborately equipped 
with electrical devices. Some details 

regarding its construction have been 

supplied by the managing director of the 

Australian General Electric Co., Ltd., 

Sydney. 

The Nautilus will be able to remain under 
water for six days if required, without a 

recharge of the batteries or a change of air. 

Its method of travel under the ice is 
remarkable, and employs a “sledding” 

principle applied upside down. The “sled” 

deck and a mechanical guide will slide 
along in light contact with the under surface 

of the ice, so that the vessel will behave 

very much like a great marine fly, crawling 
swiftly along a ceiling of ice. 

If necessary, and by means of an ice-

cutting tool on top of the submarine, and a 

special collapsible conning tower, a hole 

can be bored through several feet of ice to 
allow the crew to crawl out through the 

conning tower to the top of the arctic ice. 

The submarine which has been called after 
Jules Verne’s famous Nautilus, will be a 

most perfect dwelling place for a crew of 

20, and will be fitted with a refrigerator, sun 
lamps, electric fans, vacuum cleaners, and 

cooking ranges. 

(Brisbane Courier (Qld), Tuesday 9 June 
1931, page 10.). 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/2

1713588 

 

12 June 1931                                                                                                                                                 

Sir Hubert Wilkins’s Nautilus 
The Nautilus submarine, in which Sir 

Hubert Wilkins, the explorer, is travelling 

across the top of the earth and beneath the 
North Pole, is most elaborately equipped 

with electrical devices. Some details 

regarding its construction have been 
supplied by the managing director of the 

Australian General Electric Co. Ltd., 

Sydney. 
The Nautilus will be able to remain under 

water for six days without charging 

batteries or a change of air. Its method of 
travel under the ice is remarkable, and 

employs a “sledding” principle applied 

upside-down The “sled” deck and a 
mechanical guide will slide along in light 

contact with the under surface of the ice, so 

that the vessel will behave very much like a 
great marine fly, crawling along a ceiling of 

ice. 

If necessary, and by means of an ice 
cutting tool on top of the submarine, and a 

special collapsible conning tower, a hole 

can be bored through several feet of ice to 
allow the crew to crawl out through the 

conning tower to the top of the arctic ice. 

The submarine, which has been called after 
Jules Verne’s famous Nautilus, will be a 

most perfect dwelling place for a crew of 

20, and will be fitted with a refrigerator, sun 
lamps, electric fans, vacuum cleaners, and 

cooking ranges. 
Kyogle Examiner (NSW), Friday 12 June 

1931, page 8. 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/2
34721159  

 

 
Sir Hubert Wilkins, whose Antarctic work has been 

acclaimed as the greatest yet accomplished. From the 

(Armidale Express and New England General Advertiser 

(NSW), Friday 4 September 1931, page 1.). 

 

4 September 1931 
ARCTIC SILENCE CONCERN FOR 

WILKINS. 

WIRELESS ASSISTANCE ENLISTED. 

OSLO, Thursday. 

Serious concern is felt regarding the 

Nautilus, of which nothing has been heard 

for four days. The authorities appeal to 

wireless amateurs to try to communicate 
with Sir Hubert Wilkins. Vilhjalmar 

Stefansson, the Arctic explorer, feels that he 

is safe. It is suggested that the signals 
picked up by the Norwegian collier 

emanated from the submarine’s portable 

wireless carried by members of the crew 
who had landed on the ice. 

The Board of Fisheries has instructed the 

scientific expedition to remain at 
Spitsbergen for the present. The Soviet has 

instructed all ports and shipping in northern 

waters to do their utmost to communicate 
with the Nautilus. 

 

STEFANSSON’S VIEW 

SEARCH FOR STAR DUST NEW 

YORK 
Thursday 

Star dust on the bottom of the sea, among 

other scientific things, has drawn Sir Hubert 

Wilkins farther north than any other man 
ever sailed or steamed and into greater 

danger, is the opinion of the famous 

explorer, Stefansson. “Sir Hubert 
undoubtedly cannot delay his return from 

the ice much longer, because the summer 

season is virtually finished,” he said. 
“When he started the chances were 4 to 1 in 

favour, but with winter approaching the 

odds are reversed. “I think Wilkins was too 

confident in the powers of his very efficient 

radio. In all probability he is safe at 

present.” 
Stefansson emphasised the importance of 

Wilkins’ trip, explaining that in no other 

way could certain important scientific 
phenomena be obtained. Star dust was 

probably the most romantic of these. 
Scientists held that the dust from the outer 

space is deposited in Polar Regions. 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/246255239
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/246255239
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/21721845?
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/21721845?
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Obviously any samples from the bottom of 

the sea would be of use. 

Wilkins also sought to weigh the earth 
from the north, which is the shortest radius 

to the centre of the globe, he added. The 

earth already had been weighed from the 
equator where the radius was the longest, 

and the comparison of the two weights 

would disclose important phenomena, 
among other things the mineral constitution 

of the earth; also by the use of the Sonic 

depth finder Wilkins could make an 
unbroken contour map of the bottom of the 

ocean. He could observe water life as no 

other could, and also make weather 

observations and take water temperatures 

and otherwise fill in innumerable gaps in 
Arctic information. 

 

 
SIR HUBERT WILKINS 

 

(Lithgow Mercury (NSW), Friday 4 

September 1931, page 1.). 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/2
21846941 
 

An advertisement from(Lithgow Mercury (NSW), Friday 4 

September 1931, page 1.). 

 

5 September 1931 

UNDER THE ICE TO THE NORTH 

POLE. 

WHY WILKINS IS GOING. 

DROUGHT RUINED HIS FATHER IN 

AUSTRALIA. 

WILL STUDY WEATHER 

CONDITIONS. 

Sir Hubert Wilkins has left in the 

submarine Nautilus for the North Pole. 

Why has he undertaken this hazardous 
expedition? According to an interview he 

gave in London the day before he sailed, 

one reason is that his family was ruined by 
drought in Australia when he was nine 

years old, and he has wondered ever since 

why it is that one season is wet while 
another is dry. A study of conditions in the 

Arctic might, he says, enable 

meteorologists to foretell the weather and 

predict when there will be another drought. 
Sir Hubert left Spitsbergen on August 18. 

No message has been received from him 

since August 30. Sir Hubert, says ‘The 
News-Chronicle’ London, was a sensitive 

boy of high intelligence. When he was 

prevented from going to the university 
because his father — a sheep, horse, and 

general farmer — was ruined, he asked 

himself, “Why don’t we know when these 
droughts arc coming? Our ignorance is 

sheer tragedy — for pioneers like my father 

and for the sheep and horses that die like 

flies.” Nobody could answer him. 

He has faced many problems, but he has 
never got away from that one. For 31 years 

— he is 42 — it has been at the back of his 

head. 
For that matter it has been at the back of 

men’s heads for 2,000 years since the 

Chinese began to keep meteorological 
records. Sir Hubert said to “The News-

Chronicle” interviewer: — “We have 

traced the connection between the tides and 
the moon, and we believe there is a 

connection between the sun and the air. But 

we don’t really know. 
Fifty billion tons of air move from 

north to south — the quantity is a figure of 

speech, but it serves. What causes it to 

move? Possibly solar activity; but again, we 

don’t know. 

“Many people have been to the Pole, 
and 300 ships have been trapped in the ice, 

but no expedition has yet been able to take 

enough scientific equipment to study 
adequately meteorological conditions in the 

Arctic and discover whether it is possible to 

establish on the ice permanent 
meteorological stations. I believe if they 

were there they could foretell our weather 

— and the Australian droughts. I hope to 
find out.” “What of the prospects?” he was 

asked. “Well, he said, in his calm, slow 

voice. “I think our chances are bright. 
We ought, anyway, to demonstrate the 

usefulness of submarines for Arctic 

exploration and do some very good work 
with the scientific instruments on board. 

We’ve certainly had a lot of bad luck, but 

maybe we’ve now had all that was coming 
to us and it was certainly better to have it 

here than in the Polar seas. 

“Three days” journey through the 
picturesque fiords of Norway will bring us 

to Tromsoe, the jumping off place for all 

expeditions. If the ice conditions are as 
expected we will take a course right off 

Bear Island and keep well outside 

Spitsbergen — not calling there — to avoid 
the drift of pack ice which is usually found 

close inshore at this time of the year. 

“We can reasonably expect to go 100 
miles or more north of Spitsbergen before 

encountering any ice under which we shall 
need to dive or go. “On occasion it has been 

possible for even tourist boats to go 200 

miles north of Spitzbergen before 
encountering any amount of pack ice, and 

from reports received, this year seems to be 

one in which ice is scarce. 
If this is so we shall very likely be within 

400 miles of the North Pole before having 

to use the boat as a submarine. “We ought 

to reach this point before the middle of 

August, and if the ship is up to expectations 

we should make at least 50 miles a day 
under the ice and reach the Pole by August 

25. 

“This would give us ample time to spend 
two or three days in scientific 

investigations, and then, on a circuitous 

course, return to Spitsbergen for fuel. “Even 
after coming out of the ice so late in the 

season, we can expect to do a great deal of 

new and useful scientific re-search in the 
waters north-east of Greenland, and even 

assuming it is only an average ice year — 

and our information is that it is better than 

that — we should have at least until the end 

of September for work. 
“Naturally this programme is 

dependent on the operation of the vessel. 

Every submarine is an intricate box of 
machinery, and in the Nautilus we have 35 

new appliances over and above those 

carried on ordinary naval vessels. Many of 
those appliances are experimental, and 

although we believe they are suitable for 

the work it is hardly likely that every part 
will be perfect. 

“Due to the lateness of the season we 

shall be confronted with greater difficulties 
than we had hoped for, and perhaps this 

year’s effort will not be the best criterion of 

the usefulness of submarines in Arctic 

waters. “In any case, once we get north of 

Spitzbergen the following scientific 

instruments we have on board make us 
better equipped — even with our restricted 

time and area — to produce greater 

scientific results than any other expedition 
that has ventured into extremely high 

northern latitudes. We have: — 

(1) A gravity machine for weighing the 
earth and getting information as to its 

geological content and construction. 

(2) A continuous Plankton recorder 
which notes all minute animal and 

vegetable life encountered. 

(3) Apparatus for collecting bottom 
samples, including tubes to be forced into 

the bottom of the sea to gather in a glass 

cylinder material showing the various strata 
to a depth of two to three feet. This should 

give us a record of the laying down of 

formations which may have taken 
thousands of years to accumulate. 

(4) Machinery to take water samples and 

sea temperatures at various depths. 
(5) The spectroscope — another 

continuous recording instrument — to give 

light values, the amount of light penetrating 
through the water and ice, and its influence 

on the growth of matter in the sea. 

(6) Magnetic observations and other 
investigations will, no doubt, bring to light 

other valuable scientific information. “All 

this work we can do because we are able to 
carry considerable weight of material and 

many delicate instruments that cannot be 
used successfully in any other type of 

vessel. “It is naturally a disappointment that 

we cannot expect to carry out the voyage 
completely across the top of the world, but 

from the beginning of our plans it has been 

the opinion of our scientific associates that 
a journey confined to Arctic waters between 

Spitsbergen and the Pole is of greater 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/221846941
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scientific value than anything we could 

achieve in a hurried dash from side to side.” 

Mail (Adelaide, SA), Saturday 5 September 
1931, page 7. 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/6

1562673 

 

 

An advertisement from the (Mail (Adelaide, SA), Saturday 

5 September 1931, page 7.). 

 

19 September 1931 

SIR HUBERT WILKINS. 

THE FAMOUS AUSTRALIAN. 

Sentenced to face death before a firing 

squad at dawn; surviving the ordeal, only a 

few days later to be threatened by a King 
with personal violence; then to have lived 

among savages, and later to accomplish a 

flight over the top of the world, are a few of 
the astonishing experiences in the career of 

Sir Hubert Wilkins, the Australian explorer 

whose deeds during his attempt to reach the 
North Pole by submarine will thrill the 

world. 

While crossing the Atlantic at the start of 
the long journey Wilkin’s submarine, the 

Nautilus, suffered a mishap to her engines 

and was brought to Plymouth by a United 
States battleship. Subsequently the 

periscope and other machinery were 

damaged. 
No living man can claim to have visited 

so many remote places on the earth as this 

intrepid seeker of the most distant parts of 
the globe. 

This story resembles fiction of the hair-

raising kind, and gives added proof to the 
assertion that truth is stranger than fiction. 

Known better in America and Europe 
than in his native land, Wilkins by future 

historians will be acclaimed the outstanding 

man of his race. A modern Jules Verne in 

the flesh he has unflinchingly gnawed death 

on countless occasions in pursuit of science. 
A foreign, journalist, emphasising the 

determination of Wilkins to overcome all 

difficulties, and perils, said, “He has jaws 
like a steel trap,” small compliment indeed 

to those who know the deeds of the 

explorer, scientist, author, soldier, and 
cameraman who has won fame in every 

English speaking country for the sake of 

science. 
 

An advertisement from the (Bowen Independent (Qld.), 

Saturday 19 September 1931, page 1.). 

 

 

What manner of man is Wilkins? At the 
close of the World War Sir John Monash, 

Commander of the Australian forces, said 

of him, “I have not met, nor do I know of, a 
braver man than Wilkins in the whole 

world. A rather bald-headed, mild- 

mannered man, Wilkins has a rectangular 
face beaten by all weathers into lines that 

groove deeply as he smiles. 

When he crowned all his achievements 
by flying over the North Pole from Alaska 

to Norway, to discover a shorter air route of 
communication between foreign countries, 

it was written of him by an American 

scientific journal: “It has been 
acknowledged that Wilkins’ trip is the 

greatest feat in the history of navigation. 

Byrd and Amundsen had followed a course 
direct to the Pole along a known meridian, 

but Wilkins steered a course that took him 

across constantly varying acute angles. 
He is, too, the most eminent contributor 

to geography of recent times. Only a man of 

the very strongest resolutions and perfect 

physical condition could have survived the 

terrible hardships which beset Wilkins in 

the year he spent among the dreaded ice-
packs in the Polar zones. 

“Born on his father’s farm in South 

Australia 43 years ago it was there that he 
laid the foundation of an iron constitution. 

He then broke into the limelight in London 

when the movies’ were becoming firmly 
established. Cameramen prepared to face 

hair raising escapes from violent death were 

at a premium and naturally the life appealed 

to young Wilkins. His camera “scoops” 

brought him in over £2000. 
Joining up with Pathé in Paris when still 

a minor, he had a miraculous escape when 

“shooting” a film from a balloon. When it 
collapsed while riding behind clouds and 

dropped to earth the pilot was taken to the 

morgue but Wilkins crawled out from 
beneath the wreckage unhurt. 

1912 saw him with the camera on the 

Balkan battle front when Turkey and 
Bulgaria were tearing each other to pieces. 

Wherever the thrills were, Wilkins was to 

be found. He was mistaken for a Bulgarian 

spy, flung into a prison and was ordered to 

he shot at dawn. 
As the initiative of the Australians were 

demonstrated during the late war, so with 

Wilkins. He cheated death by leaving his 
two guards senseless and escaped across the 

border to Bulgaria. With his camera he was 

taking a “shot” of King Ferdinand who did 
not like his ways. Wilkins was nearly struck 

down by the crafty King’s sword, but he got 

his pictures. 
When the World War was declared the 

scientist was facing perils with Stefansson 

in the Arctic, and not until he returned to 
civilisation in 1917 did he learn what he 

was missing. Soon into khaki, Wilkins 

gained the Military Cross and bar and was 

twice mentioned in despatches. 

 

 

Wilkins’s rifle and rifle case. * OSU Polar Archives.[non-

color]. 

 

Then came his appointment as official 

photographer and the Australian troops 
marvelled at his escapes, for he carried his 

camera into the thick of every hop-over of 

note. Diggers said he had nerves of note 
and was the one man they knew who did 

not “duck” when a, shell burst beside him. 

After the war Wilkins was told not to be a 
damned fool when he approached a 

manufacturer in London with a scheme of 

flying a dirigible from London to 
Antarctica. Because he said the scheme was 

a hair-brained one the manufacturer refused 

to sell it at any price. 
The next the world knew, of Wilkins was 

the cabled report that he was being prepared 

for the cannibals’ pot in Arnhem Land, 
where he sought native fauna for the British 

Museum. With overwhelming odds against 

him, Wilkins escaped and disappointed the 
tribe of its repast. In a country that had 

never been previously traversed by a white 

man, Wilkins lived for three years from the 
proceeds of his gun. 
 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/61562673
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With adventure still hot in his blood he 

left the steaming equatorial regions to face 

the rigors of the South Pole. Then off to 
America where he began to plan for his top 

of the world flight to test the theory that if 

meteorological stations could be set up and 
maintained in the regions the weather in all 

countries in the years to come could he 

accurately gauged. 
He held that if his theory proved correct 

the agricultural countries of the world 

would be saved untold millions. 
The party set out but struck disaster, many 

lost their lives, but attain hearing a charmed 

life Wilkins survived after terrifying 

experiences. 

Undaunted he set out the following year 
but failure again resulted. Members of his 

expedition perished in the frozen north, but 

Wilkins once more surmounted hardships 
and returned to America unbroken in spirit 

but with shattered limbs and weakened 

body. 
In 1928 came Wilkins’ crowning 

achievement when with (the late Lieutenant 

Carl Eielson as pilot he rode the southern 
sky for 22½ hours when a forced landing 

would have meant a violent death or worse. 

Cables flashed across the world stating that 
it was an unsurpassed feat of courage and 

navigating skill. 

The most amazing fight Wilkins ever had 

with death was when during one of his 

visits to the Polar Regions he had to walk 

with bleeding feet and torn muscles for 
more than 500 miles over forbidding ice-

packs. In his experiences he has been 

marooned with only a dog team for weeks 
on end on icefloes, eking out an existence 

on the proceeds of gun and rod. He has seen 

his comrades drop dead in their frozen 
tracks from starvation and exhaustion, but 

always his dauntless courage and amazing 

endurance have pulled him through. 
Because Australia would not back its 

son’s ventures it is to be regretted that in all 

these new lands he has discovered Wilkins 
has been forced to plant the Stars and 

Stripes banner of America, for it has been 

that country’s money that has made his 
missions possible. 

Wilkins recently said of his present 

enterprise in the Nautilus that planes had 
served him well but not well enough. “I 

believe that with a submarine I can get 

under the ice pack and come up near to or at 
least close to solid ice,” said Wilkins. 

Experts have told him that the “Nautilus” 

is going to take him to his doom. If he does 
fail, what a glorious death?” —Exchange. 

Bowen Independent (Qld), Saturday 19 

September 1931, page 1. 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/1

96545939 

 

26 September 1931 

SUBMARINE NAUTILUS: WILKINS’ 

DIFFICULTY. 

Oslo (Norway), September 24. 

Professor Sverdrup, a member of the 

Polar Expedition on the Nautilus, says Sir 

Hubert Wilkins now has been ordered to 

deliver the submarine to the United States, 

but the vessel is unable to cross the Atlantic 

under its own power. Professor Sverdrup is 

of the opinion that the Nautilus is fit only 

for sinking or breaking up. 

The Brisbane Courier, (Qld) 26 Sept 1931 

page 15. 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/2

1733888 

 

6 October 1931 

Nautilus Near to the North Pole 
RUDDER SNAPPED; DIVER TO 

RESCUE. 

New York, Mon. 

Back home after bravely facing death in 

the Nautilus under the ice near the North 
Pole, 11 members of Sir G. H. Wilkins's  
 

 

 

An advertisement from the (Brisbane Courier (Qld.), 

Saturday 26 September 1931, page 15.). 

 

Arctic crew arrived today. Many of them 

told of the dark fortune besetting them on 

the trip. 
ICE-FLOES cluttered in their way and 

sometimes they were compelled to sail on 

the surface and sometimes beneath the ice. 
Suddenly the rudder snapped, and Frank 

Crilley, known as the world’s greatest 

diver, dived to save the lives of those on 
board. All day long he dived, came up, 

went down, and came up again. 

The body of the submarine was not 

punctured, but the vessel was badly 

crippled, so, despite Wilkins’s own courage 
and the courage of the crew, the Nautilus 

was turned back, 290 miles from the Pole. 

All on board had gladly suffered cold and 
discomfort and faced unknown hazards in 

the hope of being the first to reach the 

North Pole in an epoch-making journey. 
 

After reaching within 290 miles of the North Pole, the 

submarine captained by Sir G. H. Wilkins, the Australian 

explorer, had to turn back owing to a broken rudder. The 

lives of those on board were saved by the bravery of the 

expert diver, who repeatedly went down to repair the 

damage as well as he could. 

 

Today the 11 men lightly jested at their 

battle against death, and all said they would 
go again, but demanded a different craft. 

Mr. Ralph B. Shaw, the chief engineer, 

declared that the worst going was from 
Provincetown to London. Relatives and a 

delegation from the Veterans of Foreign 

Wars greeted the crew of the ship on arrival 
here. 

Daily Standard (Brisbane, Qld), Tuesday 6 

October 1931, page 7. 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/1

78959414 

 

8 October 1931 

DOUBLE HULL REQUIRED 

ICE IN NAUTILUS 

WASHINGTON. 

September 30. 
Permission to sink the submarine 

Nautilus in the North Sea, off the coast of 

Norway, was granted today to Sir Hubert 
Wilkins by the Shipping Board, which at 

first denied permission. 

Sir Hubert explained that he considered it 
dangerous to attempt an ocean crossing. 

The Secretary of State for the Navy (Mr. 

Adams), in announcing that per-mission 
had been given and that American officials 

did not think the Nautilus was sufficiently 

seaworthy to stand a return trip. 
NEW YORK, October 3. 

Back from the perilous dash for the North 

Pole in Sir Hubert Wilkins submarine, the 
Nautilus, Arthur Blumberg, the first 

member of the expedition to return, said the 

failure to reach the Pole was due to the 
lateness of the sea-son and the battering of 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/196545939
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/196545939
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/21733888
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the submarine. He said they made two 

dives, breaking through 17 feet of ice. 

Ice formed inside the Nautilus, causing 
most severe cold. The constant, eerie noise 

from the ice scraping against the hull kept 

them nervous. 
Unquestionably the feat was feasible with 

the right boat. The craft must have a double 

hull, to prevent the formation of ice in the 
compartments, and withstand a greater 

depth. Blumberg is ready to join another 

expedition, he says. 
LONDON, October 3. 

Sir Hubert Wilkins has left for New 

York. 

Central Queensland Herald (Rockhampton, 

Qld), Thursday 8 October 1931, page 33. 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/7

0291700 

 

22 October 1931 

VOYAGER HONORED 
Explorers Entertain Sir H .Wilkins 

Herald Special Representative 

LONDON, October 21. 
Sir Hubert Wilkins, the Australian 

explorer, and Lady Wilkins were 

entertained at an elaborate banquet at the 
Explorers Club. 

 

Mr Andrew 

 

Mr Roy Chapman Andrews, who has 
conducted several archaeological 

expeditions in the Far East, paid a great 

tribute to Sir Hubert's recent under sea 
cruise to the North Pole. Mr Vilhjalmur 

Stefansson, the Polar explorer, 

congratulated Sir Hubert on the near-
success of his journey. Miss Amelia 

Earhart, the trans-Atlantic flier, lauded the 

bravery of Sir Hubert and his crew in their 
hazardous undertaking. The Australian 

Representative in U.S. (Mr D. M. Dow) 

expressed the pride that, he said, all 
Australians felt in Sir Hubert Wilkins for 

his courage and achievement in going in the 

submarine Nautilus to within 350 miles of 

the North Pole. He said that it was 

gratifying to find that an Australian's 

scientific interest had enlisted so much 
American support and loyalty. Sir Hubert 

thanked all the speakers for their 

appreciation. He said that the scientific 
results of the expedition, now being 

collated, were entirely satisfactory to all 

concerned. He reiterated his decision to 
make another trip in a better submarine. 

Herald (Melbourne, Vic.), Thursday 22 

October 1931, page 7. 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/2
42776000 

The Nautilus in the Arctic ice-pack.  

 

6 November 1931 

PICTURES UNDER THE ARCTIC SEA 
Sir Hubert Wilkins To Show Amazing 

Film Of Submarine Trip 

Herald Special Representative 
NEW YORK, November 5. — 

The first motion pictures ever taken under 

the Arctic Sea will be used by Sir Hubert 
Wilkins, the explorer in his coming lecture 

tour. He has a film record of the complete 

Arctic trip of the submarine Nautilus. 
The pictures are fantastically beautiful. 

Scenes show magnificent ice formations, 

with the shadowy outlines of icebergs far 
ahead. The film also shows the Nautilus 

disabled and battling with huge seas.  

Herald (Melbourne, Vic.), Friday 6 
November 1931, page 7. 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/2

42776281 
 

Sir Hubert Wilkins 

 

29 November 1931 
WILKINS’ ARCTIC ADVENTURE 

FILM MAN WENT IN SUBMARINE. 

The submarine venture of Sir Hubert 

Wilkins into the Arctic has been preserved 
for the news reels by John Dored, a 

Paramount cameraman. The filming was 

done under the most arduous conditions, for 
the submarine was so cold that the men 

slept in their fur coats, and so damp that 

there was a constant dripping of icy water. 

The grinding of the ice along the vessel’s 

sides, and the unreliability of the motors 

added to the discomfort. 
But Dored succeeded in obtaining not 

only scenes of the Nautilus ploughing 

through the icefields, but shots of her under 
the ice-cap, a few hundred miles from the 

Pole. When the submarine came to the 

surface, Dored used to unpack the little 
rubber rowboat, and set out for a nearby 

cake of ice. From this perilous position he 

filmed the Nautilus plunging below the 
surface. It was a nerve-racking business 

waiting for his only link with the outside 

world to reappear, but the amazing result of 

Dored’s work was brought back in perfect 

condition, and the Jules Verne-like 

expedition will be seen shortly on the 
screen. 

Sun (Sydney, NSW), Sunday 29 November 

1931, page 20. 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/2

24282353 

 
 

Wilkins aboard the Nautilus. *OSU Polar Archives. 

[wilkins33_13_2]. 

 

Wilkins on the radio. *OSU Polar Archives. 

[wilkins33_13_9]. 
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