Hubert Wilkins, Naturalist on the Shackleton-Rowett Expedition,
1921-22.
By Richard A. Hindle.
Introduction.
Hubert Wilkins went on two expeditions as a naturalist, the first was on the Shackleton-Rowett
Expedition 1921-22 on the Quest with Sir Ernest Shackleton. For his second expedition he was
employed by the Natural History Museum in London, which will be dealt with in another article.
Please note that since Hubert Wilkins’ visit some of the bird names and taxonomy have changed.
The current species names have been used.

The Shackleton-Rowett Expedition, 1921-22.
Ernest Shackleton (Fig. 1) had a major in the Army and had been posted to Russia1. After the war
he was planning an Arctic expedition, but a major sponsor, the Canadian Government, withdrew
their support. John Quiller Rowett, a school friend came to the rescue and decided to sponsor the
expedition. It was now too late to go north, so he returned to the Antarctic with a scientific
expedition to South Georgia and adjacent islands, returning by Tristan da Cunha (Fig. 2).

Fig. 1. Ernest Shackleton
in Army uniform.

Fig. 3. The Quest
at South Georgia.

Fig. 2. The route
of the Quest.

Shackleton managed to persuade seven members of his ill-fated Endurance Expedition2 to join
him. He also recruited Wilkins as naturalist for the expedition. He had returned from Montevideo
having spent only the first year on the British Imperial Antarctic Expedition3, 1920-22.
The ship chosen was the former Norwegian sealer Foca I, 125 tons. Lady Shackleton suggested the
new name of Quest (Fig. 3). As with the Endurance and other Antarctic expedition ships the Quest
was elected to the Royal Yacht Squadron. This meant that the Board of Trade Loading Regulations
which are measured by the Plimsoll Line4 on the side of the ship could be ignored.
The Quest was prone to engine failure, mainly due to a bent propeller shaft. Due to these frequent
engine failures, and to save time, Shackleton had to miss out the intended stop at Cape Town to
pick up their supplies and an aeroplane. At Rio de Janeiro, the Quest was put into dry dock for

repairs. Here Shackleton found that Wilhelm Filchner’s Second German Expedition to Antarctica,
1911-12 (Figs. 4 & 5) had left their stores in remarkably good condition and wanted to buy them.

Figs. 4 & 5. A postcard of Wilhelm Filchner’s ship the Deutschland and
the reverse posted in the Falkland Islands with the expedition label.

Due to the time required to repair the Quest, Shackleton suggested Wilkins was sent ahead on a
whaler (Fig. 6) to South Georgia to do his work as a naturalist before the summer season ended5.
Departing from Rio de Janeiro on 18th January, he recorded seeing stormy petrels, Wilson’s petrels,
wandering albatross, mollymauks, Cape pigeons, Cape hens, sooty albatross, and several terns.

Fig. 6. A whale catcher.

Fig. 7. Map of South Georgia.

Fig. 8. Mount Sugar Top in
the interior of the island.

South Georgia (Fig. 7.) is a very mountainous and bleak island about 100 miles long with a number
of natural harbours very similar to the Norwegian fiords. The harbours are generally inaccessible
from one another except by water owing to the mountainous nature of the interior. He took a
photo of Mount Sugar Top6 (Fig. 8).
It is not known at which whaling station Wilkins landed, but wherever he disembarked he would
have been met with a gruesome sight. Reginald James, who was on the Endurance with Shackleton,
wrote a letter to his uncle Lou7 on 11th November 1914 describing the whaling station at Grytviken
(Fig. 9)
“The industry is whaling. In this harbour whales are towed in daily & cut up on a sloping stage.
It is a beastly sight & the smell is also bad, but we are pretty used to each now. The whales are
towed up tail first & a long cut is made right down the back. This cut just goes as deep as the
blubber, which is a fatty covering five inches or so thick right over the whale. A cut is made near
the jaw & a wire hawser from a winch fastened round this & the strip of blubber is pulled back
the whole length of the whale, men standing by it & on it & cutting the strip of blubber away
from the body as it goes with long knives. It makes a kind of queer ripping and tearing noise as
it goes. There is lots of gore of course and the slopes are slippery with it & fat. Large masses of

whale’s entrails are lying about & altogether it is a very disgusting sight. One day last week they
cut up three whales in the day & one was 90 feet long. The water around the ship & out into the
bay was quite red with blood. The carcasses are towed out into the bay & left where they decay
& the whole shore for miles around is simply littered with whalebones, ribs, jaws & vertebrae.
It seems a frightful waste of life.

Fig. 9 A typical view of a whaling station harbour.
The water in the bay is covered with water birds gulls & cape pigeons, mainly the latter which
of course are not pigeons at all but a pretty black & white sea bird. These birds are just gorged
with whale meat & are too full to fly away far when a boat goes near them. There are nesting
places of birds of all sorts here, penguins too, & all manner of interesting things, but so far I
have not managed to go on any excursions to their haunts.”
Wilkins spent the next six weeks on South Georgia living in a tent much, to the amusement of the
whalers, recording over twenty bird species8 as well as noting some of the animals and plant life.
The South Polar Skua, Stercorarius maccormicki, (Fig. 10) is a large seabird in the skua family,
Stercorariidae. An older name for the bird is MacCormick's skua, after the explorer and naval
surgeon Robert McCormick9, who was the first to record it.

Fig. 10. Robert McCormick
and MacCormick’s Skua.

Fig. 11. A Killer Whale
trying to catch a seal.

Robert McCormick had sailed with Robert Fitzroy in the Beagle, a ship more famous for it’s scientific
observer, Charles Darwin, and later with James Clark Ross on H.M.S. Erebus and Terror in the
Antarctic.

Many varieties of seabirds, which congregate in the hundreds of thousands at the whaling stations,
are visited because of the offal which finds its way into the sea. They serve a very useful purpose
through their scavenging.
Cape petrels10, Daption capense, can cover the water for hundreds of square yards and present
an extraordinary sight.
Wilkins also saw killer whales, Orcinus orca, catching a seal (Fig. 11). They also catch penguins
and fish11. Wilkins shot several seals as specimens for the British Museum and noted that the scars
on their bodies were more extensive than usual,12 indicating that the orcas were not always
successful in their hunt for food.
Sea-elephants (=elephant seals) (Fig. 12) are common on all the beaches of South Georgia during
the summer months, and can also be found also in the winter. They either lie on the beaches or
in wallows amongst the clumps of tussock grass. They give off an unpleasant, but unmistakable
smell. The bulls, except in the rutting season, usually remain apart from the cows. Between fifteen
to fifty cows are rounded up by the bulls to form harems in the mating season. Their short flippers
are wonderfully flexible. They have rudimentary fingers with which they scratch themselves in
what is, at times, a ludicrously human way. They are fond of heaping sand upon themselves. When
approached they make a curious windy roaring noise, and they may often be heard trumpeting.

Fig. 12. An elephant seal in the tussock grass. Heyburn AJ-4-ajz.
Fig. 13. Tussock grass was named by the scientists, Georg
Forster and his son Johann - who is depicted on the stamp.
They were on Captain Cook’s second expedition 1772-75, which
was to discover the unknown land - Terra Australis Incognita
and disproved its existence by circumnavigating Antarctica.

This photo, Fig. 12, may have been taken by Wilkins. Heyburn13 does not know either the publisher
nor the date of printing, but estimates that it was published some time around 1924.
He headed inland, following the trail of an elephant seal to cross the island.

Tussock grass, Poa flabellata, (Fig. 13) can grow in large clumps and hide male southern elephant
seals, Mirounga leonina, which can be over 16 ft. (5 m) long and weigh 3 tons (3 tonnes) or more.
John Bentley won a place on the expedition as best cadet, encountered an elephant seal on the
Discovery Expedition 1925-27. It is the same ship which Captain Scott took to the Antarctic in
1902-04. He recalls it in a letter dated 1st March (Fig. 14) he wrote to John Fielden14
Fig. 14. The second page of John Bentley’s
letter to John Fielden on R.R.S. Discovery
stationery with the humpback whale logo.

Fig. 15. The South
Georgia Pipit.

Fig. 17. The Sooty
Albatross

Fig. 16. The Wandering
Albatross.

[“The sealing season starts today.] And yesterday I went out to see what they looked like and they
really are enormous beasts, the majority at least 15 ft. long (5 m) and going anything up to 25 ft.
(8 m.)
I nearly stepped on top of one as the reeds (tussock grass) grow up to your neck, and as he rose
up and bellowed like an angry bull, I thought discretion was the better part of valour and beat a
hasty retreat.”
He noted a wagtail, Anthus antarcticus, since renamed the South Georgia Pipit15 (Fig. 15), which
he found on the lower slopes of the island about the beaches. Wilkins then comes across the nesting
site of the Wandering Albatross, Diomedea exulans, (Fig. 16) with chicks remarking about how
graceful it is in flight, but close to has a foolish expression.
He went to the northwestern coast, where he found a few Sooty Albatross (=Light-mantled
Albatross), Phœbetria palpebrata, (Fig. 17) which rivals, or even excels the “Wanderer” in
gracefulness of flight. It is not very common in South Georgia, those found being at isolated points.
It was first described by Johann Reinhold Forster16.

The Black-browed Albatross, or Mollymauk, is found in two varieties, Thalassogeron melanophrys
and T. Chrysostoma. They are found breeding at the north-western end and on the neighbouring
islets. Numbers of the former are common and the latter are much scarcer. Wilkins discovered a
nest with an egg, and then succeeded in obtaining specimens—the first to be collected. He also
took some cine film of the bird on its nest. The newly hatched chick is covered with light grey
down, slightly darker on the wings, and increasing in depth of colour with age. The bill is a dark
horn colour, the iris light brown, and the feet light grey.
He saw the Giant Petrel Macronectes giganteus17 (Fig. 18), nesting on all the grassy bluffs. He
noted that “They are exceedingly ugly and ungainly, have an unpleasant smell, and their feathers
are infested with ticks”, hence the nickname of “stinker”

Fig. 18. The Giant Petrel and Poa Cookii, a variety
of Tussock grass found on sub-antarctic islands.

Fig. 19. Cape hen or
white chinned petrel.

Cape Hens or white-chinned petrels, which he classified as Majaqueus aequinoctialis, since
reclassified as Procellaria aequinoctialis18 (Fig. 19), are at sea during the day and are usually seen
near land in the evening. They sit at the doors of their burrows chattering away in neighbourly
fashion.
Wilson’s Petrels, Oceanites oceanicus (Fig. 20), was named after Dr. Edward Wilson, a keen
ornithologist19. He was on Captain Robert Scott’s expeditions 1902-04 and 1910-12. Wilkins noted
that they flock in great numbers and nest in burrows about the whaling stations.

Fig. 20. Wilson’s petrel.

Fig. 22. Fairy Prion.

Fig. 21. Diving petrel.

The Diving Petrel, Pelecanoides urinatrix (Fig. 21), was discovered by Joseph Paul Gaimard on the
voyage of L'Astrolabe under Jules Dumont d'Urville 1826–1829. It frequents the west coast of South
Georgia in greatest numbers, but occasionally one may be found at any place near the shore.

Wilkins refers to the Whale Bird (Prion) which is a general name for several types of bird. One of
them is the fairy prion Pachyptila turtur (Fig. 22). It is a small seabird with the standard prion
plumage of black upperparts and white underneath with an "M" wing marking and are very common
on most of the small islands and on some places on the main island. Living in burrows, they are
rarely seen by day, as they only leave and return to the burrows under cover of darkness, as they
are preyed upon relentlessly by the skua gulls. They flock out to sea in clouds just after nightfall
and return in the early morning. Those which fail to get in by daybreak almost certainly fall victims
to the rapacious skuas, which are responsible for the death of thousands of them yearly.
Cape Pigeons, Daption capensis (Fig. 23) are the brightest and cheeriest of all seabirds. Wilkins
recorded that they frequent the whaling stations in hundreds of thousands. Their chattering and
chaffering as they squabble over choice pieces of offal goes on unceasingly all day and all night.
They nest in clefts high up in the cliff faces.

Fig. 23. Cape Pigeon.

Fig. 24. Brown Skua. Fig. 25. Dominican gull. Fig. 26. Blue-eyed shag.

He also noted that two varieties of bird were rarely seen on the island - Snow Petrels, Pagodroma
nivea and Silver-Grey Petrels, Priocella glacialoides. They were seen during the second visit to
the island, but are also rare in this locality.
There are two varieties of skua gull: Megalestris McCormicki (Fig. 10) and the brown skua20 (Fig.
24), Stercorarius antarcticus, also known as the Antarctic skua. They are pirates and survive by
stealing either the eggs/chicks from unattended nests or food from other seabirds as they fly back
to feed their young. Seabirds have to protect themselves from their predations. The smaller birds
live in narrow clefts or in burrows. The larger birds nest in the open and have to keep a continuous
watch over nest and chick. Skuas make their nests on grassy slopes about the island, and resent
any approach by strangers. They have a strong, curved, hawk-like beak and intimidate anyone
coming close to their nest by swooping very close to one’s head, clearing it by only a few inches.
If that fails, then they use their beak to draw blood!
The Dominican Gull, Lartis dominicanus (Fig. 25), is a fine-looking black-backed gull which nests
in the tussock grass. It is found in large numbers about the whaling station.
The Tern, Sterna vittata is a prettily marked little bird which nests in the open, and is also found
about the stations. It has a pretty, graceful flight, and hovers continually above the surface of the
water and picks up food floating on the surface. It occasionally makes short dives to catch food.
The Blue-Eyed Cormorant, Phalacrocorax atriceps (Fig. 26), is found in large numbers round the
island. It takes very little notice of outside interruptions as it goes steadily about its daily work.
It is more prettily marked than the northern shag, having a black back and white belly. It lays two
or three greenish-white eggs, and the young are covered with a dark-coloured down. They eat a
lot of fish each day, which they obtain by diving.
Paddies, or Sheathbills, Chionis alb) (Fig. 27), are not common on this island, though a few were
seen about the coast by Wilkins.

The South Georgia pintail,21 Anas georgica georgica (Fig. 28), are said to be getting very rare. A
few were noticed and some specimens collected.

Fig. 27. Sheathbill.

Fig. 29. Upland Goose.

Fig. 28. South Georgia
pintail.

Fig. 31. King Penguin from a
drawing by Georg Forster.

Fig. 30. Gentoo Penguin.

Fig. 32. Adélie
Penguin.

The Upland or Magellan Goose,22 Chloephaga picta (Fig. 29), was introduced by man. They are
also rare, and none were seen by Wilkins. The whalers said that a few were in Cumberland Bay.
There are three species of penguin normally found on the island: Gentoo, Pygoscelis papua (Fig.
30); King, Aptenodytes patagonica (Fig. 31); and Rockhopper, Eudyptes Chrysolophus. The Gentoo
is a brightly marked bird with black head and neck, black back and white belly, yellow legs and a
white patch over each eye that gives it a curiously inane expression. It is the most shy of the
penguins, and easily takes fright if caught unaware. It nests in tussock grass. The King is larger
than the Gentoo, and has very bright markings about the neck and upper part of the breast. It
also nests in tussock grass, but nearer to the sea edge than the Gentoo. The Rockhopper is less
common than either of the others. It is smaller than the Gentoo and resembles it somewhat in
appearance except that the feet are of a more browny yellow and is lacking the patch over the
eye. It has a tuft of yellow and black feathers. Occasionally Adélie, Pygoscelis adeliae (Fig. 32),
and Chinstrap penguins, Pygoscelis antarcticus (Fig. 33), were seen on the island.

Fig. 35. Leopard Seal.
Fig. 33. Chinstrap
Penguin.
Fig. 34. Weddell Seal and pup.

Wilkins, came across a sea-elephant track in the soft snow which led to the other side of the island.
Weddell Seals, Leptonychotes weddellii (Fig. 34), come ashore in numbers, and also the occasional
sea-leopard (=leopard seal) Hydrurga leptonyx (Fig. 35).

Fig. 38.
Shackleton’s
grave at
Grytviken.

Fig. 36. Sperm Whale.

Fig. 37. Krill.

He was told by the managers of the whaling stations that whales were plentiful during the height
of the season (1921-22), which was to be expected. However the numbers reduced with the onset
of winter. The most numerous were humpback and blue whales, and a few sperm (Fig. 36) and
sei-whales were caught. The return of the humpback is interesting, for in the early days of the
whaling industry from about 1904 they constituted about 90% of the catch. This continued for
several years until the 1912-13 season when it reduced to 38%; in 1915-16, 12% and in 1917-18,
only 2½%. The whalers generally agreed that the decline was due to ruthless hunting, but the
explanation seems to lie in the distribution and drift of its staple food of krill (Fig. 37).

Fig. 39. Frank Wild (right) with
Mackintosh at Lyttelton in 1914.

Fig. 40. Dove Prion.

Fig. 41. Zavodovski
Island.

Wilkins arrived at Grytviken, only to discover that Shackleton had died from a heart attack. A
telegram was sent to his widow and his body was taken to Montevideo. Len Hussey, who
accompanied the body received a message there, to say that he should be buried on South Georgia.
He was buried in the cemetery in Grytviken on 5th March 1922 (Fig. 38).
Meanwhile, Frank Wild (Fig. 39), took command and it was decided that the expedition continue,
so they Quest departed South Georgia on January 18th intending to visit Bouvet Island, but the
conditions prevented this so they headed for the South Shetland and South Orkney Islands.
Thousands of whale birds (Dove prion), Pachyptila desolata (Fig. 40), feeding on the surface of
the water were encountered shortly after leaving South Georgia, probably feeding upon crustaceæ,
which were so plentiful that the sea was highly coloured. Cape pigeons, Wilson petrels, sooty
albatross and a number of mollymauks came about the ship, but wandering albatross were
conspicuously absent at this stage. On the second day they saw snow petrels, Pagodroma nivea,
which remained with them intermittently with until they returned to South Georgia.
They visited the volcanic Zavodovski Island (Fig. 41), discovered by Thaddeus von Bellingshausen
in 1820, on 20th January. The slopes were covered with Ringed (=chinstrap) penguins, and the
beaches under the glaciers were occupied by a number of King penguins . Smoke was issuing from

fumeroles, Wilkins called these vents “caves”, on the eastern side of the island, and the penguins
kept clear of them. Giant petrels flew round the ship, and a number were seen resting ashore.
Cape pigeons, Wilson’s petrels and a blue petrel were noticed in the vicinity of the island. As the
Quest turned farther south prions became scarcer, but Wilson’s petrels and Cape pigeons were
still plentiful. The light-mantled albatross seen in these areas was conspicuously light-phased, and
became markedly so in the more southern latitudes. Silver-grey petrels, Priocella glacialoides,
were first seen in lat. 57° S. and 15° E. long. They were observed throughout the voyage until
they returned to South Georgia, where Wilkins obtained some specimens.
In lat. 58° S. they found the Antarctic petrel, Thalassoeca antarctica, which occur in groups of
ten or fifteen, but never in large numbers, as seen in the Ross Sea. In this latitude the occasional
Sooty petrel, Oestrelata macroptera, was seen, and a species of whale bird, classed temporarily
by Wilkins as Prion desolatus. A Cape hen was seen in latitude 61° S., and a Giant petrel after
crossing the circle; the latter is very rare in the Antarctic proper. One of the latter seen in 67° S.
had a very white phase.

Fig. 42. Antarctic
Prion.

Fig. 43. The Quest
in the ice.

Fig. 44. Emperor
Penguins.

On February 8th the Quest had reached 68° South. Scout Marr23 helped him take a photo of the
Quest in the ice (Fig. 43). Some Arctic terns were seen, which were beginning to change their
plumage from a dark cap becoming streaked with grey. Emperor Penguins Aptenodytes Forsteri,
named after Georg Forster (Fig. 44), were seen in numbers south of lat. 67° South. These are the
only penguins in breed in Antarctica in the winter. Numbers of cheery little Adélie penguins were
also seen sometime in large numbers. Crab-eater Seals Lobodon carcinophagus were seen in large
numbers about the pack-ice edge. Often as many as a dozen of these seals were seen on a single
small floe heaving up and down on the swell. Killer whales were present in numbers at the time
they were in the pack, and were frequently seen in the open leads. The Crab-eaters, on the other
hand, seemed to avoid the larger leads of open water. Occasionally Sea-leopards were seen.
The Quest visited Elephant Island (Fig. 45) on March 28th and effected landings at Cape Lookout
and on a narrow beach at the western end of the northern coast. It must have been a very traumatic
return for those members of the crew who had been stranded there waiting, hoping that Shackleton
would be successful in reaching South Georgia and coming to their rescue.

Fig. 45. Point Wild, named after
Frank Wild, Elephant Island.

Wilkins reported that “Animal life is scarce, and plants are confined to a lichen, which grows on
some of the rocks on the sides facing north, and a species of moss. The bird life consists of Gentoo,
Ringed and Rockhopper penguins, the latter being very scarce; seabirds, including Cape pigeons,
Skua gulls, Dominican gulls, Blue-eyed shags (all of them plentiful), and Mollymauks and Giant
petrels (more rare). The Paddy, or Sheathbill (Chionis alba), is plentiful.”
They returned to South Georgia on April 6th, to find that Shackleton’s body had been returned to
Grytviken and buried. Calling at Leith Harbour Whaling Station, Mr. Hansen, the manager, showed
them a porpoise which had leapt ashore. It was bluey black and dirty white in colour; total length,
53½ inches (136 cm); tip of nose to blowhole, 6 inches (15 cm); tip of nose to dorsal fin, 17½
inches (45 cm); tip of nose to flippers, 9 inches (23 cm). It was provisionally classified as a
spectacled porpoise, Phocoena dioptrica.
Small shore-life in South Georgia comprises flies, found along the beaches and breeding in the
semi-rotting seaweed (Fig. 46) cast up by the tide; several forms of spiders, beetles, Hydromedion;
mites, Bdella, tiny jumping flies, and an earth worm, Acanthrodilus.

Fig. 46. Kelp.

Fig. 47. Scurvy Grass.

Vegetation ashore is very scarce, the only grass which grows in reasonable quantities is the tussock
grass, Poa flabellata. Wilkins collected sixteen species of plants, many of them were marine algae.
One species of plant, which Wilkins does not specifically mention, that grows on South Georgia is
Scurvy Grass, Oxalis enneaphylla, Captain Cook’s botanists found it and used it on his voyages of
exploration as an antiscorbusic to fight the lack of vitamin C in the sailors’ diet24, hence the name.
Before departing the crew erected a cairn in memory of Shackleton at Hope Point (Fig. 48).

Fig. 48. Memorial Cross
and Cairn, Hope Point.

Fig. 49. Wilkins’ photo
“Farewell to the “Boss”.

On the eve of departure for Tristan da Cunha, the crew gathered around the grave (Fig. 49) to say
farewell. Wilkins took the photo as well as taking some cine film of both the erection of the cairn
and the farewell event.
On 7th May, the Quest left South Georgia for Tristan da Cunha. One of the duties they had to
perform was to present a flag to the scout troop on the island, which is why James Marr had been
chosen to be a member of the crew. The Quest also brought the mail25 and supplies from England.

Fig. 50. Handing over
the Scout Flag.

Fig. 51. The boxed Tristan
da Cunha handstamp.

Fig. 52. The ShackletonRowett Handstamp.

Shackleton had been sworn in as postmaster, provided with a supply of stamps and cancellers.
Tristan da Cunha issued a set of stamps to commemorate the visit of the Quest in 1972, (Figs
50-52).
Tristan da Cunha is a small volcanic island with three smaller islands in the group - Gough,
Nightingale and Inaccessible Islands. Wilkins and James Marr visited these islands to record their
natural history.
Starting on 27th May at Gough island, they soon came across the Gough Island bunting26, Nesospiza
goughensis, (Fig. 53). It is now the only species placed in the genus Rowettia that was introduced
in 1923 by the English ornithologist Percy Lowe. The genus name was chosen to honour John Quiller
Rowett, the sponsor of the Shackleton–Rowett Expedition.

Fig. 53. Gough finch Rowettia goughensis.

Fig. 54. Inaccessible Island
finch - Nesospiza acunhae.

Fig. 55. Nightingale Island
finch - Nesospiza questi.

Appendix II, Natural History, from Shackleton’s Last Voyage, The Story of the “Quest” does not
mention in detail the visits Nightingale and Inaccessible Islands. He records the Inaccessible Island
finch, Nesospiza acunhae (Fig. 54).

Fig. 56. Wilkins’s Finch Nesospiza wilkinsi.

He is either unduly modest, or unaware at the time of writing, that he had discovered two new
species of finch on Nightingale Island, Nightingale Island finch, Nesospiza questi, (Fig. 55), which
was named after the ship and Wilkins’s Finch - Nesospiza wilkinsi, (Fig. 56).
He does comment on page 340, “Note.—At the time of going to press I learn that one of the
buntings taken from Inaccessible and Nightingale Islands has been determined as a new species,

and that the larger Gough Island finch is a new genus. The latter is being named - Rowettia, after
Mr. Rowett.”
The Quest returned to England via Ascension Island.
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Endnotes:
1

Shackleton was posted to Russia for two reasons - 1. His knowledge of polar climate. 2. He was also considered to
be a “loose cannon” and kept well away from the Western Front.
2 The Imperial Trans-Antarctic Expedition 1914-16 ended when Shackleton’s ship the Endurance got trapped in the
ice and sank. Shackleton made the small boat journey from Elephant Island to South Georgia and eventually rescued
all of the men.
3 The British Imperial Antarctic Expedition, 1920-22 was a shambles. It was so poorly funded that the last of the money
was spent on food for the dogs. They hitched rides on whaling vessels from Port Stanley to their base at Paradise Bay
on the west coast of the Graham Land Peninsula, now the site of Almirante Brown Station. Wilkins left after a year.
4 The Plimsoll Line is the name of a special marking, also known as an international load line, which indicates the
draft of the ship and the legal limit to which a ship may be loaded for specific water types and temperatures in order
to maintain safe buoyancy, particularly with regard to the hazard of waves that may arise. Varying water temperatures
will affect a ship's draft, because warm water is less dense than cold water, providing less buoyancy. Wikipedia.
5 No More Beyond, The Life of Hubert Wilkins by Simon Nasht, as above, page 105.
6 Shackleton’s Last Voyage, The Story of the “Quest”, as above, opposite page 161.
7 My thanks to John James, Reginald’s son, who sent me transcripts of some of his letters.
8 Wilkins report uses some generic names which include several varieties of birds. Also some of the names he uses
have either been changed or defined as a new sub-species. I am not sufficiently qualified to say that where this has
happened, the illustrations match those species he recorded.
9 It is not known why there is a difference in the spelling of McCormick’s name and that of the species.
10 The Cape petrel is also known as Cape pigeon, pintado petrel, or Cape fulmar.
11 Recent research seems to indicate that killer whales are specialist hunters and each sub-species only hunts one
type of prey. By doing so, they can adopt specialist hunting tactics.
12 Shackleton’s Last Voyage, The Story of the “Quest” by Commander Frank Wild, O.B.E. as above, page 115.
13 The Postcards of The Falkland Islands as above, page
14 John Fielden was a schoolboy at Rossall School, Fleetwood. John Fielden’s father met John Bentley in South Africa
and was asked to write to him. The letter is dated 1st March - no year stated but probably 1925. Also the letter is
signed “John”. In The Voyages of The Discovery: The Illustrated History of Scott’s Ship by Ann Savours, published by
Virgin, London, 1992 ISBN 1-85227-117-5, this incident is attributed to John Bentley.
15 I have since come across a South Georgia stamp for a wagtail,
16 Georg and Johann Reinhold Forster were the naturalists on Captain James Cook’s second voyage of exploration.

1772-75, which circumnavigated Antarctica. Many of the birds and mammals Wilkins saw were first recorded by them.
17 Wilkins uses the scientific classification of Ossifraga gigantea for the Giant Petrel. It is believed that he means the
Southern Giant Petrel Macronectes giganteus.
18 Wilkins uses the scientific classification of Majaqueus aequinoctialis for Cape Hens. This name appears to have since
changed to Procellaria aequinoctialis.
19 Edward Wilson's Birds of the Antarctic by Edward Wilson, New Orchard Editions, 1987 Reprint, ISBN 1-85079-098-1
20 Wilkins refers to a species named Megalestris antarctica. This now appears to have been renamed Stercorarius
antarcticus.
21 Wilkins refers to the South Georgian Teal (Nettion georgicum), which appears to have been renamed and reclassified
as the South Georgia pintail.
22 Wilkins refers to Falkland Island Geese. These appear to be the Upland or Magellan Goose.
23 James Marr, usually referred to as Scout Marr, was a Boy Scout chosen to accompany the expedition. Upon his return
Marr completed his MA in classics and BSc in zoology. In between he had to participate in fund raising events that
were organised in order to cover the expedition's debts. Which included standing in scout uniform outside cinemas
where the film Quest was being shown. Marr spent 1926 as a Carnegie Scholar at a marine laboratory in Aberdeen.
He took part in the British Australian and New Zealand Antarctic Research Expedition (BANZARE) with Sir Douglas
Mawson. He went on to become a marine biologist, taking part in the Discovery Investigations (1928–1929, 1931–1933
and 1935–1937) specializing in Antarctic Krill. (Wikipedia)
24 Scurvy accounted for many deaths of seamen because their diet lacked fresh fruit and vegetables. Although James
Lind had proposed the use of Lime juice in 1753 to fight scurvy, Cook successfully used sauerkraut on his voyages to
fight the disease, but was never averse from using other plants. Cook never lost a man from scurvy.
25 Tristan da Cunha was not served by a regular mail service and depended upon visiting ships to deliver and collect
mail. One of the rarest mail cancellations from the island has the Shackleton-Rowett circular handstamp. The author
had owned two, but sold them in the 1990’s.
26 The use of the terms bunting and finch appear to be interchangeable, as some books refers to the birds as buntings
and others call them finches.

